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Acknowledgement of Country
In the spirit of reconciliation, Brisbane Girls Grammar School

acknowledges the traditional custodians of the lands on which our
campuses stand, the Turrbal, Jagera and Kabi Kabi Peoples, and
all Indigenous people in our School community. We honour and
respect their Elders past, present and emerging, and recognise

that these lands have always been places of teaching and
learning. We are grateful for thousands of generations of care for
Country and seek to walk in solidarity with the First Peoples of our

nation for reconciliation, justice and healing.













At first glance, ‘Suzette Who Set to Sea’ might seem like a simple tale – a quirky, comical story of

a young girl who longs for the sea in a small town where only men are allowed to sail. But

beneath its light-hearted surface is a powerful undercurrent: a celebration of brave, curious and

capable women who dare to defy expectations and dream boldly.

In 2025, we live in a world that has made enormous progress, and yet, women are still too often

underestimated, undervalued, and underrepresented. Leadership roles remain largely male-

dominated, and there are still spaces where women feel like outsiders. During one of our first

rehearsals, I sat down with the cast and we had an open conversation about the places where we,

as women and girls, don’t feel safe or heard. That conversation reminded me of the remarkable

strength, honesty, and clarity that young women possess, when you actually listen to them.

Too often, young women are stereotyped or dismissed, but when given the chance to speak, they

are articulate, fierce, and wise. If we let them – if we trust them – they will change the world.

For me, Suzette represents this spirit. She is a girl who cannot be tamed and refuses to be limited

by the arbitrary traditions of her village; she dares to dream. Her story reminds us that

sometimes, all it takes is one act of courage to set a new course, for ourselves and for others. In

the 150th year of Brisbane Girls Grammar School, a place that encourages girls to dream big and

take up space, this play feels like an ode to this beautiful microcosm we have created. It’s a

reminder that while the world beyond may still cast doubt, here at BGGS, we believe in the

potential of our girls – deeply and without question.

Director's Notes



Originally written for just three actors, ‘Suzette Who Set to Sea’ posed some unique directorial

challenges – particularly with the rapid shifts in time, place and scale. With the playwright’s

blessing, we expanded the production to cast 16 brilliant young performers, allowing the full

breadth of the story and this community to shine. From the outset, my vision was to let the humour

of the text take centre stage, whilst also creating striking visual and aural moments to enhance

the storytelling. Realising this vision required meticulous attention to shifting dramatic focus,

playful imagination of scale through puppetry, and detailed ensemble work to bring this world to

life. It was a complex and rewarding process that I am endlessly grateful for my team and cast in

trusting me to shape this world for them.

This story is for the Grammar community.

 For the brave,

 For the ambitious,

 For the powerful women:

May we know them, may we be them, may we raise them.

We hope ‘Suzette Who Set to Sea’ moves you.

 And more than that — we hope it inspires you to set your own course.

Sharni Folland

Director
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In a small seaside village where men build boats and women do not,

young Suzette knows she is different – she longs for the sea and

believes she is meant for something greater than a life on land. So when

a mysterious event occurs, Suzette is forced to do that most difficult

thing...prove herself worthy of her destiny.

Loading her loved ones onto a boat she has secretly built: 

Suzette, she sets to sea.











Creatives
Jeremy Gordon is a stage manager,

programmer and designer who studied
at Griffith University and is based in

Brisbane. A regular collaborator with
companies such as Shake & Stir theatre
company, Counterpilot, indelibilityarts

and Little Red Company, Jeremy has
worked on shows in every state and

territory in Australia for over a decade
from Yeppoon Little Theatre to Sydney
Opera House. In 2022, for his work over
the previous two years, he received the

QUT Creative Industries Backstage
Award at the Matilda Awards.

Sound and Video

Designer

Steven May is a Queensland-based
lighting designer and audio-visual
technician. Working technical and

designer roles across Meanjin in
theatre, dance, circus and burlesque

productions, he specialises in
integrating technical elements with
aesthetics and storytelling. Recently
his attention has turned to building a
production business with a focus on

fringe and unconventional arts
projects in addition to larger-scale

commercial productions. He is
interested in creating adaptable,

site-responsive designs to allow for
future touring and scalable works. 

Lighting Designer



Josh Mcintosh is an award-winning Production Designer for theatre, opera,
musical theatre, dance and festivals. Based in Brisbane, Josh regularly designs
for many companies, including Shake & Stir, Queensland Ballet, Opera
Queensland, Strut’n’Fret, Broad Encounters, Flipside Circus, Playlab and loves
designing for companies in regional Australia, including Crossroad Arts in
Mackay, Empire Theatre in Toowoomba, Jute Theatre in Cairns and White
Rabbit Theatre and ARC Circus, both based at the Gold Coast. Recent
productions include Elf for Sydney Opera House and John Frost, Shake & Stir’s
1984, Grimm, Frankenstein, James and the Giant Peach, Qld Ballet’s The Little

Set Designer

 Mermaid and Peter and the Wolf, and design
consultant for Fancy Long Legs with Laboite
and Little Red. In the realm of Festival Site
Design, Josh is continuing his role as Site
Designer for Brisbane Festival and as Site
Designer for the return of QPAC’s Out of the
Box children’s theatre festival in 2025. Josh
has received a Gold Matilda Award in 2011 for
his Body of Work and Silver Matilda Awards
in 2015, 2017, 2018 & 2019. 

Puppet design and creation

live music coordinator

Bella Hall is a Brisbane/Meanjin based theatre
and film artist, primarily practicing as an actor,

director and composer/sound designer. She
completed a Bachelor of Fine Arts (Drama) in
2020 at QUT and has worked across multiple

roles for bodies including Queensland Theatre
Company, Metro Arts, Belloo Creative, BrisFest,
Brisbane Powerhouse, Brisbane Girls Grammar
School and Griffith Film School. Bella currently

works as a core actor and supervisor at Bluey's
World, production manager at Brisbane Girls

Grammar School, and founder/key creative for
Vault Collective.









Principal, Ms Jacinda Euler Welsh, for her support of co-curricular Drama and its
adventurous voyages.

The Drama Department for being a constant compass - offering valuable
feedback and support.

Isabella Hall and Ms Belinda Lindsay - my anchors throughout the process - for
their expertise, creativity, and constant encouragement.

Mr Brock Gaffney and Mr Robert Hetherington for charting the course, bringing
this beautiful set design to realisation.

Jade Ellis and Madeline Begley for capturing the magic of our journey through
their photography.

Ms Suzie Ferry for her seaworthy prop creation.

The Communications and Events team for their organisation and expertly
navigating the ticketing and marketing effort. 

Ms Gill McHarg, Ms Jenni Stafford and the ASC for ensuring the smooth sailing
with all printing needs.

The Facilities, Security, IT Media & Grounds teams for their ongoing assistance
and calm amidst our production swells.

My mum and dad for taking the helm by looking after my furbabies during these
turburlent final weeks.

To all parents, guardians, friends and family for ferrying our cast to rehearsals
and keeping spirits buoyant throughout this voyage.
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Brisbane Girls Grammar School has an
EMERGENCY EVACUATION PROCEDURE, A FIRE ALARM & EXIT

ROUTES
In case of an alert, attendees should remain calm, look for the
closest EXIT sign in GREEN, comply with any directions given

by organisers and move in an orderly fashion.


