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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
The Student Council with Principal, Ms Jacinda Euler, at Open Day

Grammar girls are encouraged to maintain a
disciplined approach to learning, embracing present
teachable moments without dwelling unduly on
the past or trying too hard to anticipate the future.
They are encouraged to give their full attention
to the immediate subject at hand or experience
they are a part of. However, at certain times it is
important to reflect and remember, and at others,
to strive intentionally toward the future.
The School’s Gazette publication allows us to document
and commit some of the important achievements of
each year to our collective memory, creating a record
on which to layer future activities. In a school with
a long and rich history, such as ours, this is a very
important ritual.

Teachers have this year, as ever, worked expertly and
caringly to support students to achieve both academic
and personal success, preparing them to pursue the
varied tertiary and career paths that a broad, liberal
education enables. Nothing we have achieved, however,
would have been possible without the loyal and
dedicated support of our Support Groups, parents and
loyal friends who give their time and effort in the ways,
great and small, that define the strength, diversity and
generosity of our Girls Grammar community.

This year, reflecting our commitment to providing
exciting experiential learning opportunities, the School
has delivered opportunities for students to work
with professional musicians through an Education
Partnership with Queensland Symphony Orchestra,
be mentored by players in the Brisbane Roar Football
Club’s Women’s squad, and capture their own images
of celestial objects using the Dorothy Hill Observatory.
The School has also taken great strides toward
completing important projects, the evidence of which
will become tangible from 2019 when we begin building
a major new facility and, after years of careful and
considered preparation, implement Queensland’s new
system of senior assessment.

Lilly Horsburgh (7O) with Principal, Ms Jacinda Euler, on Valentine’s Day
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FROM THE CHAIR

of the School. This has been in our many different
capacities—whether as parent, future parent, past
parent, past student, educator—but always as believers
in the importance of Brisbane Girls Grammar School to
its community.

AUTHOR

Ms Elizabeth Jameson
Chair of the Board of Trustees
(Head Girl, 1982)
The current term of the Board of Trustees of Brisbane
Girls Grammar School is drawing to a close. In 2019, a
new term will commence and, with some sadness, the
Deputy Chair, Emeritus Professor Dr Mary Mahoney AO
and I have determined not to stand for re-election.
While we both still have a great deal of passion for the
School and its students, the end of a 12-year leadership
partnership seems an appropriate juncture at which to
step back and enjoy a new relationship with the School
as former Trustees.
I have long believed that the Board of Trustees is the
custodian of the cultural flame of the School. To serve
on the board of this School is a great privilege but also
carries a great deal of responsibility for the protection
of the School’s commitment to offer the best possible
opportunities for our young women in order that they
might contribute to their world in meaningful ways.
Over the course of the 12 years that I have been Chair
of the Board, the world of governance has changed
around us. In the past, boards typically operated to a
‘noses in, fingers out’ creed. It was seen as the role of
the School’s management to run day-to-day operations
and that the board should stand one step back,
overseeing management. Increasingly, to fulfil our duty
of stewardship, as keepers of the School’s cultural flame,
a board cannot operate behind closed doors. It must be
constantly and genuinely engaged with the School’s
families, staff and the broader School community. The
better metaphor for boards today, if they are doing their
job correctly, is that they should be ‘on the balcony, not
on the dancefloor’, overseeing the whole dance, coaching,
supporting and observing first-hand how the ‘performers’
come together in a seamless dance.
The Board of Trustees today takes this job very seriously.
Your Board has been one actively engaged in the life

In a formal sense, the Board has enjoyed regular interactions
with the senior staff of the School in addition to our close
working relationship with the Principal. We now also hold
regular meetings with a number of the parent and other
School support groups, and with the Board of Trustees of our
‘brother’ school, Brisbane Grammar School. The past four
years have also seen us invite parents, staff and students to
participate in our annual strategy days as well as brokering
an important agreement to bring the School even closer
to our Old Girls Association through the Grammar Women
program. All of this emphasises the importance of building
and maintaining strong relationships with the current, past
and future members of our School community.
One of the achievements of which the Board of Trustees
is particularly proud during this term of office is the
establishment of the Brisbane Girls Grammar School Bursary.
This Bursary was supported by a great many generous
donors, pleasingly including a large number of current and
former staff and all Trustees. It was awarded for the first time
to a 2018 Year 7 student, with a second awarded for 2019.
It is the goal of the current Board that this Bursary will, in
future, see a student enter the School every year in addition
to recipients of the Maria Sulima Bursary.
The Board’s commitment to the establishment of the new
Bursary reflects the importance with which we regard the
legacy of the School’s foundation. The School was founded
in 1875 on the basis of a generous community that provided
the funding, matched by Queensland Government, to
establish a School given the (then radical) belief of the
Brisbane community of the time in the importance of girls’
education. Today, it is the Board’s belief that generosity of
spirit and contribution to community is as important as ever,
and possibly more so. Hence the importance of the Bursary,
which enables us to offer at least a small number of places
to true ‘Grammar girls’ who would otherwise be unable to
experience such an education.
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Dr James Nicklin

Ms Kerryn Newton
From Left to Right: Mr Andrew King; Ms Ann Harrap; Chair of the Finance, Audit, Risk and
Resource Committee, Mr Tony Young; Principal, Ms Jacinda Euler; Chair of the Board of
Trustees, Ms Elizabeth Jameson; Deputy Chair of the Board of Trustees, Emeritus Professor
Mary Mahoney AO; Professor Adam Shoemaker; Ms Julie McKay.

I know that I share with Dr Mahoney AO a sincere desire
to thank the School community for the opportunity and
privilege of having served in our leadership roles over these
past 12 years. It is thanks to the Trustees, the Principal
and staff, the many volunteers and the marvellous young
women who make up our School community that we can
be so proud to be associated with Brisbane Girls Grammar

Dr Nicklin and Ms Newton
were formally appointed
to the Board of Trustees
in May 2018.

School. The efforts of the many are never taken for
granted and it is with confidence that Dr Mahoney AO
and I can pass on the Board leadership baton knowing
that the School is in excellent hands, knowing that the
next Board of Trustees will keep the School’s cultural
flame burning bright and strong.

Deputy Chair of the Board of
Trustees
Emeritus Professor
Dr Mary Mahoney AO
MBBS, GDipClinEd, HonMDQld,
FRACGP, MRACMA, FAIM, FAMA,
MAICD

Chair of the Board of Trustees
Ms Elizabeth Jameson
BA/LLB (Hons), FAICD
Ms Jameson is a passionate advocate of a broad,
liberal education for young women to prepare them to
make a positive contribution to society. A past student
(1978–1982) and Head Girl, she understands firsthand
the positive ways in which a Girls Grammar education
can shape lives.
Ms Jameson was a partner in a major law firm before
establishing her own board governance company. She
holds board positions for RACQ, Queensland Theatre,
the John Villiers Trust and the Board of Management of
the Queensland Police Service.
Ms Jameson has served on the School’s Board of
Trustees since 1995, she became Chair in 2006 and
since this time, the Board has overseen many major
developments including the purchase of Rangakarra
Recreational and Environmental Education Centre in
2013, the opening of the Research Learning Centre
in 2015 and the establishment of the Brisbane Girls
Grammar School Bursary.
Ms Jameson’s thoughtful, steadfast and progressive
leadership and dedicated service to the Girls Grammar
community will leave a profound and enduring legacy.

Emeritus Professor Dr Mary Mahoney AO joined the
Board of Trustees in November 2006; her association
with Girls Grammar began through her father,
Dr Konrad Hirschfeld, Chair of the Board 1961–1976,
and her three daughters attended Girls Grammar.
Throughout her career as a General Practitioner,
Dr Mahoney AO has been widely recognised for her
contributions to medicine. She was a Royal Brisbane
Hospital Visiting Medical Officer and was Director of
the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners
Training Program for 25 years.
Dr Mahoney AO served on The University of
Queensland Senate for 24 years, and was the first
woman to hold the position of Deputy Chancellor.
She has had extensive experience in governance
issues, advisory bodies and boards, and a long
involvement in national and state educational bodies.
It has been an honour for Brisbane Girls Grammar
School to have a distinguished and experienced
leader such as Dr Mahoney AO support the School’s
governance in her role as Deputy Chair of the Board
of Trustees since 2006.
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A GLOBAL MINDSET
participants wrestled with the sobering realities of a
post-Brexit Britain.

AUTHOR

Ms Jacinda Euler
Principal
It has been more than 50 years since historian
Professor Geoffrey Blainey’s iconic book, The Tyranny
of Distance, was published. In it, Blainey posited
that Australians were, to our detriment, attached
inextricably to our coloniser, England. This he argued,
impeded our politics, our economic development and
our cultural psyche.
Reflecting on Australia’s relationship to the world today,
it is evident that the majority of young Australians, and
certainly, Grammar girls, do not suffer from a sense of
global isolation or cultural cringe. With its tremendous
connecting power, the Internet allows us to converse and
collaborate with people around the world. Added to this,
Australians are renowned as great travellers—perhaps
spurred by a sense of our geographical, rather than
cultural, remoteness to explore and understand cultures
distinctly different to our own.
As educators, we draw on and engage with the research
and practice of colleagues around the world. During a
period of Sabbatical Leave in Term 2 this year, I spent
time focusing on reading, gaining new insights through
exposure to different experiences in other countries—
including Spain, the UK and Denmark—and articulating
strategic priorities for the next stage in the School’s
development.
In Spain, before setting off on a section of the Camino
de Santiago, a network of pilgrims’ paths dating back to
the Middle Ages, I spent time in Madrid. The grandeur
of the public architecture and the country’s powerful
history—with its rises and falls, proud moments
and failures—prompted me to reflect on our relative
immaturity as a colonised nation. While never forgetting
an indigenous culture dating back at least 60 000 years,
how do Australia’s colonial and post-colonial histories
intersect and intertwine with ‘older’nations’ histories?
What do we have to offer to each other as nations, and
how does our identity, difficult as it sometimes is to
define, affect our perspective on a global stage? Most
importantly, what does this mean for Brisbane Girls
Grammar School and our students’ sense of place in
the world?
At Cambridge, I completed a short course, ‘Transforming
Society’, which looked at the intersection of economic
theory, political ideology and social policy in Britain
since the time of Margaret Thatcher. It was energising
to be immersed, however briefly, in the issues and
challenges of a nation facing a significant crossroads
in its political and cultural composition. There were
some particularly heated discussions, as more local

It is exactly these kinds of conversations, about the
most pressing, complex issues facing our world, through
which the staff of Brisbane Girls Grammar School
prepare our students to think from multiple, often
antithetical, perspectives. Later this year, Girls Grammar
students will join with others from China, Singapore,
South Korea and Indonesia as the School hosts the 10th
International Youth Leadership Forum. The delegates
will brainstorm and debate the topic of Shared Futures,
reflecting on practical ways to create a more positive
world. These young people will experience first-hand
the value of collaboration and visualisation, as they use
‘design thinking’ processes to construct a hypothetical
future, which is fair, healthy, ethical and renewable.
This issue of Gazette offers many examples of students
adopting a global mindset in their academic, co-curricular
and service endeavours. We celebrate Girls Grammar
students’ participation in exchanges with countries
across the globe by marking 40 years since the
commencement of our Affiliate School program (see
page 22). In 2018, as part of the School’s Education
Partnership with Queensland Symphony Orchestra,
vastly experienced professional instrumentalists, under
the leadership of internationally renowned Mexican
conductor Alondra de la Parra, have mentored some
of our student musicians (see page 6). Recently, many
of our girls have travelled overseas to compete in
international sporting competitions, some of whom
feature on page 17. Additionally, it is rewarding to see
our students articulate a sense of deep responsibility for
people in our local community and for the betterment
of the lives of those around the world; our student-led
Service initiatives specifically address inequality of
education in Australia and internationally (see page 20).
Given the dramatic cultural, political and economic
shifts Australia has seen since Blainey’s treatise, we
look toward the future with optimistic anticipation. In
all of their pursuits, from the classroom to the sporting
field and, beyond secondary school through to their
workplaces and personal lives, we encourage our
students to do their part in removing ‘distance’. We
hope Grammar girls will continue to seek understanding
and mutual respect among their peers, be proud of
their abilities and achievements, and set their sights on
contributing to their local and global communities.
Understanding themselves and their identity allows
students to feel confident and self-assured, while
learning about and genuinely connecting to people and
places from around the world allows them to develop
understanding, open-mindedness and the optimism that
is so essential to becoming mature and engaged global
citizens. As another cohort approaches their graduation,
with Valedictory Dinner and Speech Day nearly upon us,
I look forward to seeing how these young women explore
and assert their unique place in the world.
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TOWARD OUR GOALS

AUTHORS

Annabel Ryan (12E) and Harper McIlroy (12W)
Brisbane Girls Grammar School 2018 Head Girls
At the start of 2018, the Student Council devised
three main themes to guide our year: pride;
individuality; and empowerment. Our ultimate goal
is for all students to be proud of our School, proud
of each other, proud to be a Grammar girl and most
importantly, proud to be themselves. To achieve this
sense of pride and empower the young women of
Brisbane Girls Grammar School, we discovered that
each girl needed to become comfortable in her own
skin. While this is a lofty aim, we remain hopeful that
we can create a positive environment that motivates
and inspires young women to celebrate their unique
skills and characteristics.
This year we continued long-held traditions such as the
School’s famous Blue Days, where girls have the chance
to decorate their areas of the School in blue and wish
competitors good luck in QGSSSA sporting events. With
themes of ‘Blue Hawaii’, ‘Blues Fest’ and ‘Decked out in
Denim’, the decorations adorning the Year 11 and 12 tables
created a magical and enchanting atmosphere that we all
treasured. We felt incredibly happy and proud to see so
many girls embracing every moment and showcasing their
individuality at every given chance.
We were also humbled by the large numbers of girls who
reinforced a sense of School pride by contributing to
Service endeavours throughout the year, such as Grammar
Goes Green and the annual Pink Stumps Day event. It is
these events that we want the girls to remember most,
as they most define who we are as a student body. Of
course, major events like Open Day showcase the School’s
pride, individuality and empowered nature as a group,
but the smaller events help create our unique Grammar
community. To witness girls from all year levels come
together in support of a common cause, whether it be
something as simple as planting a tree or watching a
cricket game, is something truly special.

White Blouse Day was another memorable occasion in the
School calendar. Girls discarded their ties for the day in
the acknowledgement and support of women diagnosed
with gynaecological cancers, as we fundraised for cancer
research and the development of early detection tests that
will help save women’s lives. Vast encouragement was
seen again from the Girls Grammar community as girls
supported the Kirsten Jack Formal Fashion Parade and
many other Service group activities within the School.
In our roles as Head Girls, we have strongly encouraged
our fellow Year 12 leaders to fight for positive change.
One significant change the School made in 2018 was
the decision to not use balloons at this year’s Open
Day. Although the iconic helium decorations hold a
special place in the hearts of many past Grammar girls,
when faced with the reality of the balloons’ serious
environmental impact, the Year 12 students worked
passionately, cohesively and efficiently to form new ideas
and pioneer a new tradition for future Open Days. This
year, the Student Council hung reusable paper lanterns in
the fig tree at the front of the School, and decorated the
entire front picket fence with Girls Grammar’s signature
royal blue ribbons. To visually reinforce our commitment
to the environment, we also installed two potted daisy
plants at the front entrance gates. As Alexandra Laherty
(12M), Arts Captain, noted, ‘after Open Day is over for
another year, they’ll continue on to be planted around the
School grounds, ushering in the beginnings of tomorrow’s
legacy where yesterday’s tradition ends.’
We are proud of what we have achieved so far in 2018,
and are hopeful that we can keep this momentum going
as we enter our final months as Grammar girls. At the
beginning of the year, we knew that one of the challenges
we would face as Head Girls would be making our motto
a reality as opposed to merely words on a page. We are
proud to say that the sense of pride, individuality and
empowerment is growing among Grammar girls every
day, and we feel we are closer to achieving this final goal.
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MUSIC PERFORMS WELL AT GIRLS GRAMMAR

Students in the Prossima Program with Queensland Symphony Orchestra
Mentors and Music Director, Ms Alondra de la Parra

Music education is of fundamental importance for
all young people and is a particular priority in a Girls
Grammar education. Since the music program at
Girls Grammar has aspired to challenge girls not only
technically, but personally, extending their perceived
horizons while imbuing them with a deep personal
connection to music.
Earlier this year, this commitment was reflected as
20 Grammar girls took to the stage in a breathtaking
performance with Queensland Symphony Orchestra.
These girls, ranging from Years 8 to 12, prepared for this
performance through a series of mentoring sessions as
part of the Prossima Program, within the School’s broader
Education Partnership with the Orchestra. Musicians have
also imparted their wisdom through the Musical Mentors
initiative, in which Orchestra musicians rehearse with
School ensembles. Musical Mentors culminates with the
mentor joining the ensemble for a performance.

The Education Partnership has provided aspiring
musicians and music staff with the extraordinary
opportunity to learn from the Orchestra’s Music Director,
internationally renowned conductor Ms Alondra de la
Parra, and professional musicians of the highest calibre.
Ms de la Parra is passionate about musical education,
and discussed her career and the importance of music
with Principal, Ms Jacinda Euler, at the School’s
Grammar Women event on 29 August. Ms de la Parra
shared profound advice for Grammar girls in attendance,
encouraging the audience to learn from others’
experience, and not to be afraid to ask questions.
This Education Partnership extends on opportunities
provided by the School’s music program, across the
curriculum and co-curriculum. Each year, more than
900 students participate in the School’s Instrumental
Music program, perpetuating the legacy of our first
Music Master, Mr R.T. Jefferies—known as the father of
orchestral music in the State and acknowledged as having
the vision that led to the establishment of Queensland
Symphony Orchestra.
The School congratulates the students who performed
with the Orchestra in (Not) the Last Night of the Proms
for integrating seamlessly with the Orchestra and playing
with precision, flair and confidence.

‘When you play, it’s not about you, it’s about
the music. Being able to portray emotions
to people regardless of what language they
speak, and where they come from, is an
amazing thing to be able to do.’
Karen Sundar (11W), Flute
Orchestra Music Director, Ms Alondra de la Parra, in conversation with
Principal, Ms Jacinda Euler, at a Grammar Women event on 29 August
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CATHEDRAL CONCERT—23 MAY 2018
Brisbane Girls Grammar School’s annual Cathedral Concert reflected the high quality of musical performance and
technical precision of the School’s musicians.
This year’s diverse repertoire included a suite of four gypsy dances in Puszta, the traditional Kenyan religious song
Wana Baraka and the lively Ritmo, which prompted a captivated audience to ‘stomp’ their feet.
Suite in G major for Organ and Strings paid homage to baroque composers including Bach, Frescobaldi and Corelli,
while well-known composer of religious choral music, John Rutter, was honoured in The Lord Bless You and Keep You.
Year 12 students, Miranda Chan (12H) and Sara Watson (12R) (the 2018 Edmee Gainsford Viola Prize recipient), also
performed a spectacular rendition of Federico Sardelli’s Concerto for Two Violas in C Minor.
The School welcomed the community to the second premier event in the Girls Grammar concert series, Gala Concert,
in October.

Eilish Chopra (9W) performing at the Cathedral Concert

PAST STUDENT, CATHY MILLIKEN (1973), RETURNS TO THE SCHOOL
World-renowned composer and Associate Composer for the Adelaide
Symphony Orchestra, Ms Cathy Milliken (1973), visited Girls Grammar to
speak to Year 12 Music Extension students about her career.
Ms Milliken has composed music for theatre, opera, radio, film and
installations, and has been commissioned by the Berliner Staatsoper,
Staatstheatre in Darmstadt and South Bank Centre London, among other
esteemed organisations.
Reflecting on her time at the School, Ms Milliken said she was grateful for the
opportunity to be curious and explore her talents.
‘As students, we were emboldened to take the bull by the horns and have
the confidence that we could do whatever we wanted. That has stood me in
fantastic stead,’ she said.
During her visit, Ms Milliken also met with Tiffany Yeo (8E), whose original
composition Love and Peace received first prize in the 2017 Australian
Society of Music Educators Young Composers Competition (Middle School).

Tiffany Yeo (8E) with Associate Composer for
the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra, Ms Cathy
Milliken (1973)

The School thanked Ms Milliken for sharing her wisdom, and inspiring those
students with a passion for music.

QUEENSLAND YOUTH MUSIC AWARDS (QYMA)
Students in the following ensembles received prizes as part of QYMA 2018: Wind Symphony (Silver Award,
Concert Bands Advanced); Chamber Winds (First and Gold Award, Concert Bands Intermediate); Albinoni
Strings (First and Gold Award, String Orchestra Intermediate); and Encore Choir (First and Gold Award, Choir
Years 7 to 9).
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THE CASE FOR CONVERSATION

AUTHOR

Mrs Anne Ingram
Deputy Principal (Students)
Face-to-face conversation is the most human—and
humanising—thing we do. It is where we learn to
listen, to develop the capacity for empathy, and
experience the joy of being heard and understood.
Renowned social psychologist, Sherry Turkle, explores
how use of technology and subsequent departure
from face-to-face conversation is undermining our
relationships, creativity and productivity in her latest
book, Reclaiming Conversation: The Power of Talk in a
Digital Age.
It seems that everywhere we look, screens are present.
Along pavements and at bus stops, people are
engrossed in technology. In restaurants, families reach
for their phones as they wait for their meals. We are
distracted at our dinner tables, in our living rooms, at
meetings and at social events.
In schools, teachers wrestle with students’ devotion
to their screens. We worry about adolescents’ hyperconnectivity, their shortened attention spans, their
inability to wait, and the threat of digital media to their
creativity, relationships and health. Parents struggle,
unsure of how to control this digital tsunami that
threatens to engulf. Living in a technological universe
in which we appear to be always communicating, the
real point of concern is that we have actually sacrificed
conversation for mere connection. Our phones and our
screens are inhibiting the conversations that matter.

Authentic conversations teach us the worth of our
feelings, how to talk through these feelings, and how to
understand and respect the feelings of others. Instead
of promoting the value of authenticity, online channels
such as social media encourage performance, shifting
our focus from reflection to self-presentation. Technology
gives us the illusion of companionship without the
demands of friendship.
In every social encounter, we need to use the right tool
for the job. Sometimes, face-to-face conversation is
not the right tool, but in most cases, having the whole
person before you is the best starting point. It provides
the most information to decide which communication
tools are required to move forward. Texting, online
chat and email have become favoured because of their
convenience. They allow us to feel in control and we are
not required to look, listen or reveal ourselves.
Reclaiming conversation begins with reclaiming our
attention, and looking for ways to incorporate technology
into our lives in a healthy balance. In our families, we
can create sacred spaces—the living room, dining room,
kitchen and car—that are device-free. The seduction
of devices must be acknowledged and managed with
great care, to ensure that we are dedicating our whole
selves to those for whom we care. Children recognise a
commitment to conversation, a commitment to family
and a commitment to them. The rewards are rich.
In a world dominated by decreasing attention spans, the
myth of multi-tasking and constant distraction, we are
becoming aware of the seriousness of our moment. We
can begin to rethink our practices. When we do, we will
realise that conversation is here to reclaim.

The case for conversation begins with an
understanding of its importance in our everyday life.
Interacting with other people is evident for human
cognition, development and wellbeing. Human-tohuman interactions are extremely complex, especially
as interaction unfolds with an unpredictable trajectory,
in diverse and ever-changing social settings.
The art of face-to-face conversation is a rich and
multi-dimensional pursuit that engages many of the
brain’s neural pathways. It is an art form that needs to
be modelled from an early age, then crafted through
practice. Conversation fosters empathy, friendship, love
and learning. Like life, conversation has its silences
and can be tedious at times, as thoughts and ideas
may not always flow smoothly; however, it is organic
and unedited, and we are seen in the moment for
the complete people that we are—fully present and
vulnerable. It is often in these moments, when we
stumble and hesitate, that we reveal ourselves to each
other. Empathy and intimacy flourish and social action
gains strength.

REFERENCES
Hari, R., Henriksson,L., Malinen, S. and Parkkonen, L. (2015). Centrality of
Social Interaction in Human Brain Function. Neuron 88(1.) 181-193.
Rosen, C. (2008). The Myth of Multitasking. The New Atlantis. Retrieved
from: www.TheNewAtlantis.com (18 April 2018)
Turkle, S. (2015). Reclaiming Conversation: The Power of Talk in a Digital Age.
Penguin Press, New York.
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DRAMA REVIEW
Auditioned productions are a significant component of Co-curricular Drama at Brisbane Girls Grammar School,
providing girls studying Drama an opportunity to engage in a rigorous rehearsal process to stage a production
for a season of performances.
The School’s focus on contemporary theatre creates an environment where young artists can refine and extend skills
learned in the classroom, while working as part of a dynamic ensemble. By engaging locally and nationally regarded
artists across the year, Girls Grammar productions emulate the quality and energy of professional performances.
So far in 2018, the School has staged two productions: Eugene Ionesco’s absurdist Rhinoceros, produced by the Senior
Drama ensemble; and the Year 7 and 8 production, Stories in the Dark, directed by Brisbane-based theatre-maker,
Thomas Larkin.

SENIOR DRAMA PRODUCTION: RHINOCEROS BY EUGENE IONESCO

Berenger (Georgia Perry, 12G) confronted by a rhinoceros epidemic

Jean (Isabel Horsley, 12G) confronts Berenger about her slovenly appearance

The office world is turned upside down with the presence of a rhinoceros: Gemma Sherington (12M), Sophie Bath (12W), Sarah Pym (12W), Harper McIlroy
(12W) and Tiffany Davison (12M)

YEAR 7 AND 8 PRODUCTION: STORIES IN THE DARK BY DEBRA OSWALD

Notices on a train station wall convey images of hope: Caitlin Davies (7W),
Eliza Horsley (7G), Maegan Morris (7W), Caitlin Brough (8W) and
Ruby Hindman (7G)

The ensemble create a striking image of hopelessness in a city ravaged by war
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GAZETTE GALLERY
As part of a broad, liberal education, the Visual Art program at Brisbane Girls Grammar School provides girls
with the opportunity not only to master creative skills, but also to collaborate, think laterally and imaginatively,
and engage with the philosophical underpinnings of the discipline.
Students in Years 7 to 10 work with their Visual Art teachers to build technical skills that will allow them to develop
their own creative styles and interests, and explore more unconventional, experimental art forms as they mature.
During Years 11 and 12, Girls Grammar students are given increased opportunities to choose and interpret their
subject matter, resulting in works that are more diverse in form and concept.
This edition of the Gazette Gallery showcases work created by students in Semester 1 2018.

Wired, Finn Tilbury (11G)

Precious, Emma-Rose Neil (8M)

More than the sum of their parts, Madeleine Ryals (12O)
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City of Glass, Elizabeth Moss (11E)

Mask Construction, Emily Ryan (7E)

Desideratum, Laura Macbeth (12G)
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RAISING CONFIDENT GIRLS

AUTHOR

Mrs Jody Forbes
Director of Student Counselling
To evaluate and support positive body image, Girls
Grammar has collaborated with Victoria University
on a research project titled Raising Confident Girls.
The first project of its kind in Australia, the research
involved more than 120 Year 8 mothers from the
School community, and 500 Year 8 students from Girls
Grammar and two other Brisbane schools.
According to the 2017 Mission Australia Youth Mental
Health Report, body image remains one of the primary
concerns for adolescent girls in Australia. The report
detailed that of the 40 per cent of girls who indicated
they were facing issues related to body image, the
majority did not seek support to help them navigate and
address these issues successfully.
Raising Confident Girls extended on the Dove Confident
Me classroom-based program that the School has
delivered previously, by inviting mothers to attend three
seminars—Embrace, Education and Empower—to
assist them in supporting their daughters to develop a
strong and positive sense of self.

Initial findings have reinforced previous research that
demonstrates the role of mothers in developing their
daughters’ self-confidence and body image is pivotal;
Year 8 mothers who attended the seminars reported
significantly greater knowledge, skills and confidence
in their parenting and role-modelling abilities.
Mothers also reported feeling significantly better about
their own body image, which plays an important role in
shaping their daughters’ views of their own body.
While the majority of existing school-based programs
that address positive body image do not include parental
engagement, Girls Grammar will seek to deliver the
Raising Confident Girls program on an ongoing basis, in
addition to using findings from the research to support
the School’s student-focused, classroom-based program,
Confident Me.
The School will also investigate the possibility of
extending the Raising Confident Girls program in the
future to include a seminar targeted to fathers within
the School community.

REFERENCES
Bullot A., Cave, L., Fildes, J., Hall, S. and Plummer, J. (2017), Mission
Australia’s 2017 Youth Survey Report, Mission Australia
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BEYOND THE PICKET FENCE
Students in the Brisbane Girls Grammar School Class of 2018 have diverse interests and intended career
paths, reflecting the School’s broad, liberal approach to teaching and learning. Here, a small selection of
Year 12 students share their plans for next year and beyond.

‘My first adventure after
finishing Year 12 will be
working at a school in England
as part of a gap year. When I
return to Australia, I would like
to study midwifery, because
I am drawn to a career that
helps others.’
Miranda Spencer (12B)

‘Next year I’m planning to move to Tasmania
to complete a Bachelor of Marine and Antarctic
Science. One day I hope to be involved in
expeditions to Antarctica to collect and analyse
data, and investigate our changing marine
environments.’
Sylvia King (12L)

‘Using the School’s Dorothy Hill Observatory has inspired
my interest in the space industry—there is so much to
explore and learn in this field. After taking a gap year in
Taiwan, I plan to study a Bachelor of Science and Bachelor
of Engineering, majoring in physics and aerospace
respectively. I can’t wait to see where it takes me!’
Sarah Hurley (12E)

‘I’m hoping to study Management Science in
the UK, preferably at University College London.
I intend to gain some work experience or
business experience after my Bachelor’s Degree,
before studying an MBA or EMBA, which will
equip me to start my own business.’
Jiaqi (Emily) Zhang (12E)

‘I aspire to one day perform as a member of
cast in major musical theatre productions in
the West End in London. As my first step,
I hope to study a Bachelor of Musical Theatre
in Melbourne at Victorian College of the Arts.’
Isabella Berlese (12O)
‘I love Spanish culture, so while
completing a Bachelor of Architecture
at The University of Queensland, I
hope to learn Spanish and eventually
go on exchange to Spain. Long-term,
I aim to move to Sydney to complete
a Master’s Degree, and work on largescale architecture projects for hotels
and commercial spaces.’
Rebecca Jak (12W)
SPRING ISSUE / 2018
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ESTABLISHED 1908: A VISION FOR GIRLS’ SPORT
Sports cheers at an Interschool Sport Competition in 1925

AUTHOR

Ms Jo Duffy
Director of Sport
2018 marks the celebration of 110 years of the
Queensland Girls Secondary School Sports Association
(QGSSSA) competition—an astounding milestone in
women’s sport. Almost 8000 girls will compete in our
vibrant association this year across 15 individual sports.
QGSSSA is a remarkable association of leading schools,
but even more astonishing is that Brisbane Girls
Grammar School, a founding member, had encouraged
its students to engage in meaningful athletic competition
well before the organisation’s establishment, largely
thanks to the foresight of the School’s early Principals.
The benefits of sport and the importance of participation
in ‘varied competition’ have long been cornerstones of
a Girls Grammar education, so it is not surprising that
these values inspired unique opportunities. Grammar
girls boldly donned the ‘activewear’ of the time; they
challenged themselves with physical pursuits.

Miss Milisent Wilkinson, Headmistress 1900 to 1912, with tennis
players outside the Main Building in 1900

Many of these traditions began on the School’s tennis
courts, situated on either side of the Main Building on the
Spring Hill campus, but also across the wider Brisbane
metropolitan area of the time. Miss Sophia Beanland,
Lady Principal 1882 to 1889, introduced the Lawn Tennis
Club in 1884, actively encouraging students to join by
presenting a silver bracelet to the winner of the club’s
annual tournament. She also created a special appeal to
fund a gymnasium, completed in 1888.
Miss Milisent Wilkinson, Headmistress 1900 to 1912,
expressed what she saw as a deficit in girls’ education
at the time in her 1908 Headmistress’ Annual Report:
	It is sometimes said that women in their ventures
into life do not display the qualities which men
possess, self-restraint, good fellowship when
pursuing a common aim, ability to take defeat in
good part, esprit de corps, qualities which men first
gain as boys, from their games. If this be so, there
is all the more reason why girls should be given,
equally to boys, the chance to receive such beneficial
effects and be no longer debarred from the education
of the playground. (cited in Harvey-Short, 2011)

Brisbane Girls Grammar School students completing ‘March Past’ at
QGSSSA Athletics at Woolloongabba in 1958
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Misha Smith (8B) and Avalon Blundell (7E) train at Rangakarra Recreational and Environmental Education Centre

Ayesha Khagram (7G)

Yvette Hines (12W), Athletics Captain

Miss Wilkinson built upon Miss Beanland’s initiatives,
awarding tennis prizes for a number of divisions and
creating the inter-form Tennis Challenge Cup, which is
proudly displayed in the School’s McCrae Grassie Sports
Centre. An astute Principal, Miss Wilkinson recognised
that the families of Grammar girls had entrusted the
School to care for their daughters’ holistic development.
The vision of the School’s early leaders was audacious,
and their bold planning and hopes for the young Grammar
women in their charge have undoubtedly laid the path for
many school sporting associations that followed. Founded
ten years earlier than the equivalent boys’ competition,
the Great Public Schools Association of Queensland Inc.
(GPS), the establishment of QGSSSA gave weight to the
importance of physical activity for girls.
In 2018, the School’s winter sports fixtures offered an
example of this forward-thinking principle in action.
With our largest number of QGSSSA teams competing at
the same time—45 in total—girls of all ability levels had
the chance to contribute to the Girls Grammar sporting
landscape. In addition to excellent participation across our
Saturday winter sports, the School experienced success
with several premierships in the 40th year of QGSSSA
Rhythmic Gymnastics: Year 7 Division 2; Year 8 Division 2;
and our Open Group.
Many Girls Grammar teams finished in the top three
places in their competitions, with the Hockey Senior A
team, the Volleyball Year 8B and Year 9A teams, as well

The 2018 Open Rhythmic Gymnastics team: Kayla Wong (12W), Maddison
Facey (12G), Ella Leydon (12H), Harper McIIroy (12W) and Imogen Doerfer (12G)

as the Netball Senior C, 10A, 10C and 8C teams securing
premierships. The School’s Tennis team, achieved
premierships in the Senior B, Senior C, Junior A, Junior B
and Junior C divisions.
To celebrate 110 years of Tennis, 105 years of Netball,
50 years of Volleyball and 40 years of Hockey, the finale
to the winter fixtures season saw all schools’ Open and
Junior A teams competing together at common venues,
rather than at ‘home’ and ‘away’ venues. The celebration
round encapsulated both the Association’s strength and
significance; commemorative purple QGSSSA ribbons
were donned by all players, capturing the collegiality of
QGSSSA, its future-focused outlook and its optimism for
women’s sport.
The spirit of the QGSSSA competition is steadfast.
We, today, are the custodians of the same values and
objectives formed in 1908. Many generations of Grammar
girls have commenced their sporting journeys within our
QGSSSA competition and built strong foundations for
success. What a fantastic time it is to be a Grammar girl,
and peek around the corner of another 100 years of sport
at the School.

REFERENCES
Harvey-Short, P. (2011). To become fine sportswomen: The history of health,
physical education and sport at Brisbane Girls Grammar School 1875—2010.
Brisbane: Brisbane Girls Grammar School.
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GIRLS GRAMMAR SUCCESS AT
NATIONAL DA VINCI DECATHLON

Back row, L to R: Mr Michael McGrath, Music Teacher; Ashley Zhang (10O); Niharika Malhotra (10W); Matina Samios (10W); Mrs Valerie Miller, Drama Teacher
Middle row: Lua Jarrah (10B); Madison Henley (10R)
Front row: Charlotte Robinson (10B); Yu-Zhen (Eva) Seet (10B); Abbey Grice (10E)
Not pictured: Bridgette Watkins (10R), who competed at the state event

A team of eight Year 10 students won second place in
the Science category at the recent da Vinci Decathlon,
securing eighth place overall at the national
competition.
Named in honour of Italian polymath, Leonardo da Vinci,
the annual da Vinci Decathlon brings together school
students from across Australia in a competition that
reflects the diverse talents of the renowned artist,
inventor and scholar.
The academic competition comprises a series of
challenges across 10 disciplines, including Engineering,
Mathematics, Code Breaking, Science, English and
General Knowledge.
After winning first place in their Year level at the
Queensland competition in May, eight Year 10 students
travelled to Knox Grammar School in Sydney to compete
against teams from public and independent schools
across the country.
The Decathlon, which seeks to challenge and stimulate
the mind of school students, places an emphasis on
higher-order thinking, problem-solving and creativity.
The amicable, though passionate rivalry among students
creates a strong sense of anticipation as teams compete
against each other, and the clock, to complete a variety
of tasks.

Year 10 student Charlotte Robinson said the
experience extended beyond the academic, as
friendships were forged and horizons expanded.
‘The da Vinci Decathlon was an amazing experience,
during which we participated in a diverse and
challenging range of topics. Over the four days, we
worked together and developed vital teamwork skills,’
Charlotte said.
‘My favourite part of the competition was the Race
Around Sydney, a scavenger hunt that took us around
the CBD and Harbour. We had to complete a variety
of different activities that tested our problem-solving
skills.’
After fierce competition over two days, the diligence,
teamwork and strong academic effort demonstrated
by the Girls Grammar team yielded two outstanding
results—second place in Science and eighth place
overall.
The da Vinci Decathlon commenced in 2002 as a
local competition in Sydney, delivered in the spirit
of an Olympic Decathlon. It has since evolved into a
national and international event, involving thousands
of students from Years 5 to 11.
Congratulations to the Girls Grammar team for their
exceptional performance.
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITION
Brisbane Girls Grammar School’s approach to a broad, liberal education sees our students, alumnae and staff
excel across myriad areas of study, career and community. The School extends warm congratulations to the
following individuals whose extraordinary efforts have recently been recognised by a range of independent
organisations.

Three Girls Grammar students have passed their Associate in Music
exams, earning the AMusA post-nominal. Miranda Chan (12H)
achieved AMus in Viola, and Olivia Dalton (12G) and Mia Li (10R)
both achieved their AMus in Violin.

Elizabeth Moss (11E) won a gold medal in High Jump for the Under 18 age group, while
representing Australia at the Oceania Games in Vanuatu in May. She also competed in the
World Youth Olympic Games in Argentina in October, finishing in fourth place.

Girls Grammar Year 12 student, Eliza King (12E), represented Australia in the 50m Freestyle
event at the World Junior Pan Pacific Games in Fiji in August, winning a bronze medal
in the final of the Women’s 100m Freestyle, and two silver medals in the 4 x 100m and
4 x 200m relays.

Girls Grammar alumna, Chloe McGovern (2012), was awarded the 2017 Una Prentice
Memorial Trust Award, as the highest-achieving female Law graduate from Queensland
University of Technology.

Four Grammar Women were recognised at the 2018 University of Queensland (UQ) Alumni Awards.
Emeritus Professor Helene
Marsh (1962), distinguished
conservation biologist, was named
UQ Alumnus of the Year.

Dr Bethany Holt (2009), recent
graduate and 2017 UQ Faculty of
Medicine Valedictorian, was named
UQ Graduate of the Year.

Ms Raynuha Sinnathamby
(1987), Managing Director of
Springfield City Group, received
the Vice–Chancellor’s Alumni
Excellence Award.

Ms Alison Rae (2005), Journalist
with Al Jazeera Media Network,
received the Distinguished Young
Alumni Award.

Dr Phillipa Greig, Head of Accounting,
has been awarded her Doctorate
of Education in Accounting from
Queensland University of Technology.
Her thesis explored how the subject
of Accounting had been impacted by
upheaval in curriculum on a global,
national and state level.

Dr Timothy Lehmann,
Mathematics Teacher, was recently
awarded his Doctorate of Philosophy
in Mathematics Education
from Queensland University of
Technology. His thesis focused
on the teaching and learning of
mathematics in the middle years.
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CELEBRATING AN EXCEPTIONAL OUTDOOR EDUCATION

Year 12 students demonstrate the Stamford Challenge ropes course

AUTHOR

Mr James McIntosh
Director, Marrapatta Memorial Outdoor Education Centre
On Sunday 17 June, Girls Grammar families made the
two-hour journey to Marrapatta Memorial Outdoor
Education Centre in Imbil to attend an Open Day at the
School’s outdoor education campus.
The event provided families a chance to explore Marrapatta,
which has been home to the Outdoor Education Program
for more than 30 years. In celebration of Girls Grammar’s
144th year, visitors helped plant 144 new native trees
to support the revegetation of the campus, and enjoyed
tours of the grounds and demonstrations of the Stamford
Challenge ropes course. Families also had the opportunity
to quiz teachers about the Dorothy Hill Observatory, which
students have begun to use in the classroom.

Ellen Dowling (11B) and Lilian Schuetz (11M) plant native trees

The Old Girls Association (OGA) were acknowledged for
their donation of new gates to the campus. The ornate
wrought-iron gates mirror those the OGA donated to the
School’s Rangakarra Recreational and Environmental
Education Centre at Fig Tree Pocket in 2013. Parent
volunteers were also integral to the success of the event,
with the Fathers Group helping to prepare the area for
tree planting and providing a BBQ lunch, and the Mothers
Group serving fresh strawberry sundaes to attendees.
Girls Grammar thanks those in the School community who
attended and supported this celebration of the enriching
outdoor education program that encourages our girls to
connect and belong, and appreciate the natural world.
President of the OGA, Mrs Julie Caton (Cleghorn 1981), with Head Girls,
Harper McIlroy (12W) and Annabel Ryan (12E)
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FROM MARRAPATTA TO THE CLASSROOM:
THE OBSERVATORY IN ACTION

‘The need to be a pioneer is particularly apparent for women.
Do not wait for the world to offer you what you might think to be
your due. It is up to you…’
Professor Dorothy Hill (BGGS 1924, 1907 to 1997)

AUTHOR

The Eta Carina Nebula by Mink Godfrey-Asseraf (8M)— Year 8 Astrophotography
Competition-winning image

Ms Gerri Bernard
Science Teacher
From Term 2, students in Year 7, 8 and 9 have
remotely used the School’s telescopes, housed in the
Dorothy Hill Observatory at Marrapatta Memorial
Outdoor Education Centre, in their Science lessons.
After instruction from teachers, students have observed
and gained an understanding of a range of different
types of celestial objects—including nebulas, star
clusters and galaxies—and the conditions they require
to form.
Students have also learned about the technology and
equipment used in astrophotography by studying the
School’s refracting telescope, a lens-based telescope
with a cooled colour image sensor, and operating it
remotely via specialised software.

The Omega Centauri Globular Cluster, by Heon Kwak (8O)

By working with image stacking and noise reduction
software, the students produced full-colour
astrophotography images of their chosen object,
before using photo-editing techniques to remove light
pollution and clarify detail.
Visitors to the School’s Spring Hill campus Open
Day on Friday 3 August viewed the images in an
Astrophotography Display, and had the chance to
vote for their favourite image.

Running Chicken Nebula, by Holly Eddington (8B)
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THE GIFT OF SERVING
AUTHORS

Helena Gandhi (12O) and Shivali Raj (12G)
2018 Service Captains
This year, we wanted the School’s Service theme to
be something meaningful to us, and the entire Girls
Grammar student body.

Grammar girls have had many opportunities to be
involved in Service in 2018. Valentine’s Day was a
successful first event for the year, and students purchased
badges and ribbons to raise money for the School
charities. We also donated funds raised at a bake stall to
the Second Chance Committee. Later in Term 1, we raised
awareness and funds for the McGrath Foundation on Pink
Stumps Day, as girls watched their Grammar sisters play
QGSSSA cricket fixtures at Rangakarra while wearing
pink. At Grammar Goes Green, we returned to Rangakarra
to plant trees and clean up our gorgeous sports campus,
and in Term 2, we cleaned up rubbish around Spring Hill
and potted succulents for future fundraising projects.
Also in Term 2, we assisted the Anzac Day Commemorative
Committee by selling ribbons at School and memorabilia
in the Brisbane CBD. A few weeks later, students took
off their ties for White Blouse Day to raise awareness for
the need for research into female gynaecological cancers
and to support the work of the Cherish Foundation. Girls
recorded messages on white origami blouses they had
made in House Group, and created a large mural of these
small treasures. Finally, on Blue Days throughout the year
we have raised money for the School charities through
face painting, and the sale of laptop stickers and badges.

Helena Gandhi (12O) and Shivali Raj (12G), Service Captains, on White
Blouse Day

On our first day of Year 12 in 2018, we were struck by
something that we, up until that point, were never
fully able to comprehend: this would be our last year
of secondary school. As we entered our final year as
Grammar girls, we remembered how truly lucky we
are; attending school, let alone a school like ours, is not
something we should take for granted. It was at this point
that we decided that our Service theme for 2018 should
relate to the provision of education.
The 2018 Student Council motto is founded on three
values of significant importance to the Year 12 cohort:
pride; individuality; and empowerment. We know that
without our education, we would be unaware of all that
we are capable of achieving. Through our fundraising in
2018, we hope to allow more students to access education,
and to enhance their sense of individuality as they explore
what it is they love to learn. In turn, we hope that their
education encourages them to empower others.

These occasions have provided us with valuable
leadership experiences in planning fundraising events,
but also allowed us to consider the needs of others in our
community and witness how our small contributions can
make a positive difference.
Both of us have been so grateful for the opportunity to
give back to the Service program at Girls Grammar this
year. We like to think of ourselves as very passionate
people, which is why we became involved in Service at
the School. Not only have we been able to contribute to
multiple community service opportunities and charity
groups, but Service has taught us the deeper value of
giving. We have realised that there are so many people
working to combat social injustices and counteract
negativity in this world. We hope that, as we leave Girls
Grammar, in both our personal and professional lives, we
are able to continue to explore our desire to help others
and create change for the world of tomorrow.

This goal informed the 2018 Service motto: Aspire to
Inspire. Feeling inspired motivates us to achieve all that
we can through our education. Further, we hope that all
Grammar girls will proudly make a positive impact on
their world.
The Smith Family and the Malala Fund are our 2018
School Charity recipients. The Smith Family focuses on
education in Australia, helping children whose lives are
affected by poverty and disadvantage, while the Malala
Fund focuses on empowering girls in disadvantaged
countries around the world by giving them the power of
an education.

Jiaqi (Emily) Zhang (12H) and Nicole Siong (12R) at the Grammar
Environmental and Conservation Organisation (GECO) stall at Open Day
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KNOWLEDGE IN THE INTERNET AGE: DECIDING WHEN
AND HOW TO APPLY THE TOOLS AT YOUR DISPOSAL
technologies is its ability to anticipate and counteract
the habits and biases that participants possess
(September-October 2018).
AUTHOR

Mrs Anna Owen
Deputy Principal
One of the most common complaints I received
during the years I taught as a Science teacher was
about having to learn the periodic table by heart.
Year 8 students would bemoan spending time
singing songs to learn the first 25 elements when
they would rather be using Bunsen burners or
dissecting biological specimens. To be fair, most of
us do have particular components of the thinking
and learning cycle we prefer to others.
When students can ‘Google’ data on topics with ease,
from nearly anywhere on the globe, shouldn’t we, as
educators, devote class time to teaching students
how to utilise technology, where to find reliable online
sources and how to critically interpret the information?
The short answer is ‘yes’, shortly followed by ‘and
more.’ Of course, we need to teach our students how to
navigate the interminable wealth of information on the
Internet, but, to the surprise and scepticism of many
Year 8 students, there are still many cases where the
human brain trumps what Google can offer.
As Daniel Willingham writes in the New York Times, the
human brain beats the Internet in two essential factors:
context and speed (2017).
While online search engines’ ability to detect context
are improving, there is still a gap in being able to
correctly apply a definition to the right situation. For
example, while ‘significant’ and ‘important’ have
similar meanings outside of the scientific world, to refer
to the difference between two experiment results as
‘important’ would be incorrect.
The second factor, speed, is most salient when trying
to solve complex problems. It only takes moments to
‘Google’ the answer to a question—but if you stopped
to search for every part of a complex problem, those
moments add up, not to mention, you may lose the
thread of your calculation. The time spent sifting
through search results and interpreting information
to discern its credibility, depth and validity can be
extensive.
A successful framework for solving such complex
problems is design thinking. The process includes
three distinct phases: Discovery, Idea Generation and
the Testing Experience. However, human nature often
gets in the way of our most well-planned processes.
As Jeanne Liedtka writes in Harvard Business Review,
what sets design thinking apart from other social

For example, in the Discovery process—where we
seek to understand the problem—design thinking
requires us to immerse ourselves in the physical
environment of the user to imagine the experience
from their perspective. This often prompts questions
not apparent from analysing a spreadsheet of
information, such as ‘what assumptions do I bring to
this scenario?’ and ‘what hidden needs have the users
not expressed?’ Most importantly, it fosters feelings of
true understanding and empathy—again, qualities that
cannot be mastered by a search engine.
Dialogue is essential to the Idea Generation process.
A carefully selected group of participants are gathered
to share ideas and build on them collectively. In order
to select the most suitable idea, participants ask
themselves, ‘what would have to be true about the
world for this idea to be feasible?’
Finally, the design thinking asks users to ‘preexperience’ the solution using very basic prototypes,
in a real-world environment—their low quality and
incompleteness invites genuine and useful critique.
Importantly, design thinking prompts innovators to
step outside of usual ways of working, and reflectively
critique their approach at every stage of the process.
In this way, it is a powerful framework for facing
the unknown. As teachers, our enduring goal is
to adequately equip our students so that they can
embrace complexity and uncertainty in a manner that
fosters hope, inspiring a shared belief that an effective
solution can be found. Design Thinking provides an
incredibly useful tool for working with others to solve
complex problems, and students who grasp its power
realise that it can serve them in almost all aspects of
their lives.
The Year 8 students’ comments require us to refocus on
the purpose of education: to create a better world and
better lives for its inhabitants. Anyone can learn, using
technology, but not everyone can apply knowledge
empathetically to solve complex problems. If we are
to educate our girls to take profound ethical action
against some of the world’s most pressing, difficult and
far-reaching challenges, then we must give them the
tools—knowledge, technology and design processes—
to be able to find appropriate solutions, as well as the
wisdom to apply them effectively.

REFERENCES
Willingham, D. T. (2017, May 19). Opinion | You Still Need Your Brain.
Retrieved from https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/19/opinion/sunday/youstill-need-your-brain.html?emc=eta1
Liedtka, J. (2018, September-October).Why Design Thinking Works. Harvard
Business Review, September-October, 96(5), pp. 72-79.
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BUILDING CONNECTIONS: 40 YEARS AND BEYOND
Visitors from Mie High School with Girls Grammar hosts in August 2018

AUTHOR

Ms Susan Garson
Director of International Studies
If you search for the word ‘connection’ in the
dictionary, you will find a number of different
meanings that match a range of contexts. One
definition of connection that resonates with me is
‘placing parts of a circuit in contact so that a current
may flow.’ This captures metaphorically the intent
of Brisbane Girls Grammar School’s International
Affiliate Schools Program, which is celebrating its
40th anniversary in 2018. In particular, we celebrate
40 years of connection with Seirinkan High School
in Nagoya, and 30 years of ‘contact and flow’ of
students between Girls Grammar and Mie High
School in Matsusaka City, Japan.
Since its establishment, Girls Grammar has been a
front-runner in delivering a quality language education.
Early in the School’s history, it also recognised the
value of student exchange experiences and the
School’s Affiliate School Program was initiated in
1978 by Principal, Mrs Judith Hancock. The School’s
relationship with Seirinkan High School (originally
Hirayama Gakuen Tsushima Girls High) in Nagoya,
Japan, began in the same year.

Visitors from Hirayama Gakuen Tsushima Girls High School in 1978

The Girls Grammar Friendship Medal, presented to Sister Schools in 1988
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Ten years later, in 1988, the school owner, Mr Tetsue Hirayama, sent two Japanese gardeners to Girls Grammar to
construct a garden as an anniversary gift. Located between the Science building and Main Building, this beautiful
garden continues to symbolise our schools’ thriving relationship. In the same year, Mrs Lorraine Thornquist, Head of
Languages, worked with one of her staff, Mrs Wendy Campbell, and Mrs Campbell’s daughter, to establish another
Japanese connection through Mrs Kayoko Uchiyama, a lecturer in Japanese at The University of Queensland. Mrs
Uchiyama introduced Mrs Thornquist to the Principal of Matsusaka Girls High School (later renamed Mie High) and
the relationship was established.

The Japanese Garden, installed in 1988

International exchanges became highly valued in the
1980s, as Australia sought to build political and economic
connections with its Southeast Asian neighbours. These
exchanges promoted cultural understanding, allowing
students to live as locals by attending school, seeing the
sights and investigating the history of Asian nations.
Immersive exchanges remain important today. Students
learn, first and foremost, to respect both similarities and
differences in cultures; no longer does a single story
reign. Students are challenged to learn the language, use
it in authentic contexts and develop fluency. In addition,
they observe, feel and hear what it is like to participate
in another school setting and contribute to it themselves.
International exchanges promote personal growth,
resilience and the ability to problem-solve and broaden
students’ worldviews.
In 2018, we reflect on the concepts of tradition and
change in international exchanges. The tradition of
travel, and the social, linguistic and emotional growth
that students gain through exchange, have remained
constant. However, we also celebrate the significant
change that has occurred. International exchanges
were originally organised by interested teachers who
conversed via letter or fax, sending profiles of students
and important documents by mail. Technology has
simplified the process; teachers now converse via
email, send electronic profiles and manage the billeting
process by emailing interested families in their school
communities. Before the physical exchange has begun,
students communicate with their billets via social media,
and many continue connections well after the exchange
is over, creating friends for life. Technology has certainly
brought richness to the student exchange experience.

This year, guests from Mie High School connected with
Australians and participated in excursions to explore
the landscape, animals and culture of our region.
They attended classes at Girls Grammar, shadowing
their billets, and lived in diverse households. They
improved their English and learned to use it in authentic
contexts in our city. All of this was possible only
through the contribution of our generous host families,
the dedication of teaching staff and the consistently
supportive leadership at both schools.
For 30 years we have worked closely with Mie High
School, maintaining our circuit of contact so that a
current of shared ideas and understanding may flow.
To those who have come before on both sides of the
connection, we thank you. To those who are yet to come,
we look forward to making contact.

A student from Tsushima Girls High School, Japan, with a Girls Grammar
student in 1988
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VOLUNTEER ROLE MODELS

Mrs Rebel Mackellar, Mrs Susan Playford and Dr Fiona Harden, P&F President, at Interhouse Cross Country

It is difficult to overestimate the impact of Brisbane
Girls Grammar School’s many support groups.
Comprising parents, family members and friends of
the School, support groups donate their skills and
expertise, their early mornings and late evenings, and
their creativity to the School’s events and initiatives.
In doing so, they encourage staff who are equally
committed to providing Grammar girls the best
possible education, as well as varied and genuine
opportunities to contribute to the School and wider
community.
In addition to managing the School’s Uniform Shop
and staffing the Tucker Down canteen, the Parents and
Friends Association (P&F) plays an important role in
encouraging parents to engage with each other and the
School through social events and other parent functions.
Throughout the years, through events, the Tucker Down
canteen and the P&F Uniform Shop have formed a
significant financial contribution to the School’s major
projects. Its members embody the value of volunteering
and are visible, tangible role models to their daughters.
The School’s Mothers and Fathers Groups work to
accomplish clear objectives for the year, leading many
important community-building events. In 2018, the
Mothers Group provided suitably themed catering for
Pink Stumps Day, as well as Interhouse Cross Country
and Open Day. In support of the School’s commitment
to Service, the Mothers Group held their annual Spring
Lunch on 31 August, raising $13 500 in funds for the
Queensland Country Women’s Association Drought
Appeal and the Second Chance Program, which helps
women experiencing homelessness.
Over several decades the Fathers Group has established
a special connection to the School’s Marrapatta
Memorial Outdoor Education Centre, and held a
number of working bees to support maintenance and
improvement of the campus in 2018.

Prior to the School’s Marrapatta Open Day, the Fathers
Group helped prepare the ground for planting 144 native
trees, making the task of planting much easier for
students and visitors. The Fathers Group were also proud
to raise more than $7 000 at their Open Day BBQ stall—
just one of the BBQs that the group has facilitated at
School events throughout the year.
Dedicated support from parents is also essential to the
smooth management of many of the School’s co-curricular
sport and music programs. Parents in the Rowing and
Water Polo Support Groups cook weekly post-training
breakfasts for hungry athletes. Music supporters serve
food at the School’s extensive program of musical
performances, raising money for specialist equipment
and instruments to further expand the collection provided
by the School.
The contributions made by these parents are significant,
with many giving up sleep and precious weekends to
ensure the success of an event—but parents also reap
the rewards of camaraderie that these groups share.
All parent support, whether through official groups or
in ad-hoc networks, builds the strength of the School’s
community. These groups are one integral part of a
long legacy of committed
individuals united by an
unwavering purpose: to
educate girls to become
curious, principled, fearless
contributors to society. This
vision, ultimately, is what
drives parents, staff and
alumnae to serve in their
own unique ways, and the
School thanks all volunteers
for their commitment to our
shared purpose.
Mr Rick Maher at the Fathers Group BBQ at Open Day
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THE GIFT OF AN EXCELLENT EDUCATION

AUTHOR

Ms Georgina Anthonisz
Director of Development
Brisbane Girls Grammar School is built upon a heritage of giving. The School’s Founder, Sir Charles Lilley,
rallied the Brisbane community to raise the required funds to establish a girls’ school under the provision of the
Grammar Schools Act 1860, which allowed the School to operate independently as a self-supporting institution
with its own endowment. The School’s history of philanthropy is visible in the outstanding buildings and
facilities that have been enabled through generations of giving, along with the boundless generosity of time
and energy that Trustees, parents, support groups and alumnae and the Board of Trustees devote to the School.

Throughout its history, Girls Grammar’s diverse
community has remained united in its shared belief
in the importance of providing girls an exemplary
education, being given the opportunity to maximise
their potential and contribute to society; is a belief
shared not only by contributors to the School, but also
by the girls themselves, who give in myriad ways to
local and global communities through the School’s
extensive Service Program.
In late 2017, the inaugural Brisbane Girls Grammar
School Bursary was awarded to a student commencing
in Year 7 2018. This Bursary supports the School’s
commitment to providing a Girls Grammar education
to girls who otherwise might not be able to attend
the School. Beyond profoundly contributing to the
student’s own development, the gift of a Girls Grammar
education is one that benefits the wider community, as
girls graduate and contribute confidently to their world
in rich and varied ways.

As we look toward the School’s 150th anniversary in
2025, the School remains committed to growing the
Bursary Fund significantly in order to offer more girls
access to the breadth of academic and co-curricular
learning experiences available at Girls Grammar. Each
and every gift towards providing such an education
can have long lasting and far reaching impact for the
individual and her community.
The School, thanks to the generous support of donors,
will offer another Brisbane Girls Grammar School
Bursary to a student commencing Year 7 in 2019 who
demonstrates the qualities of a Grammar girl—curious,
principled, adventurous, balanced, and a leader.

To support future Grammar girls through the
Bursary Fund, please contact the Development
team via development@bggs.qld.edu.au.
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GRAMMAR WOMEN

The School’s reunions are important and exciting
events in the School’s calendar, offering alumnae the
chance to reconnect with friends and classmates,
catch up on new developments at the School, and
reminisce about their days at Girls Grammar.

AUTHOR

AUTHOR

Ms Antonia Swindells
Alumnae Relations
Manager

Mrs Julie Caton
(Cleghorn, 1981)
President of the Old
Girls Association

This year, Grammar Women returned to the School to
celebrate their 10, 20, 30, 40 and 50-year reunions.
Many alumnae enjoyed a tour of the campus led by
current students, before a canapé reception at the School
followed by further celebrations at nearby venues.

Mrs Elizabeth Bowness (Mirls), Ms Jane Carpenter, Mrs Lindy Rae (Roden)
and Mrs Jocelyn Walters (Jardine) at the 40-year reunion (Class of 1978)

Guests at the 50-year reunion (Class of 1968)

SYDNEY GRAMMAR WOMEN AND THE ARCHIBALD
Thirty-one Grammar Women and friends of the School attended lunch at the Art Gallery of New South Wales, prior to a
private guided tour of the 2018 Archibald Prize Exhibition. Guests were joined by Principal, Ms Jacinda Euler, and the
School’s Manager of Arts Collections, Mrs Lorraine Thornquist, as well as President of the Old Girls Association, Mrs Julie
Caton (Cleghorn, 1981).
Highlights from the exhibition were this year’s winner of the Archibald Prize, Yvette Coppersmith’s ‘Self-portrait, after
George Lambert’, as well as Noel Thurgate’s portrait of Girls Grammar past student and celebrated artist, Elisabeth
Cummings OAM (1952).

Grammar Women at the Art Gallery of New South Wales, with Principal, Ms Jacinda Euler
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GRAMMAR WOMEN
GRAMMAR WOMEN IN MEDICAL RESEARCH
More than 150 Girls Grammar students, staff and
Grammar Women gathered at Queensland Brain
Institute (QBI) on Wednesday 13 June as Dr Lavinia
Codd (1986) and Dr Emily Granger (1991) shared
their diverse career experiences with a captivated
audience.
Dr Granger, a Cardiothoracic and Heart/Lung
Transplant Surgeon at St Vincent’s Hospital Sydney,
spoke about finding her niche after having the
courage to pursue unexpected, yet rewarding
paths. Dr Codd, Advancement and Scientific Project
Manager at QBI, discussed her personal story of
perseverance and triumph after suffering a stroke
at age 31.

President of the OGA, Mrs Julie Caton (Cleghorn, 1981), Director of the
Queensland Brain Institute, Professor Pankaj Sah, Dr Emily Granger (1991),
Dr Lavinia Codd (1989), and Deputy Principal, Mrs Anna Owen.

GRAMMAR WOMEN AND QUEENSLAND SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Students, parents, Grammar Women and friends of the School gathered at Queensland Symphony Orchestra studios to hear
Music Director, Ms Alondra de la Parra, in conversation with Principal, Ms Jacinda Euler, at the final Grammar Women event
for 2018.
While reflecting on her whirlwind career, Ms de la Parra spoke passionately about the power of musical ensembles to inspire
genuine human connection, and build qualities of generosity, commitment, respect and humility.
As the last event in the Grammar Women series, the School looks forward to connecting with many more Grammar Women
and members of the School community next year.

Guests at the Grammar Women and Queensland
Symphony Orchestra event

Ms Alondra de la Parra in conversation with
Principal, Ms Jacinda Euler
Ms Alondra de la Parra shares advice with Kayla Wong (12W)

SAVE THE DATE FOR GRAMMAR WOMEN EVENTS IN MELBOURNE AND SYDNEY
Grammar Women—Designing Women at the National Gallery of Victoria, Sunday 20 January 2019.
Sydney Grammar Women and the Archibald at the National Gallery of Australia, Sunday 2 June 2019.
To register your attendance at these and other upcoming events, visit www.bggs.qld.edu.au/events.
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OPEN DAY
Each year, Open Day captures and celebrates the
essence of Girls Grammar. Open Day 2018 showcased
the unique heritage of the School while also heralding
new traditions.
Girls Grammar welcomed more than 2500 current and future
Girls Grammar families, staff and alumnae to its Spring Hill
campus on Friday 3 August. As they arrived, visitors saw the
School’s iconic royal blue ribbons adorning the white picket
fence and a giant ‘BGGS’ sign illuminating the forecourt of
the Research Learning Centre.
These popular additions to Open Day signified a
conscious shift from the tradition of balloons
lining the picket fence—a decision
by the Student Council to ensure
the event reflected students’
commitment to environmentally
sustainable initiatives.

‘My daughter enjoyed the co-curricular sports
displays and chatting with students, as well
as the Science lab displays.’

‘Thank you to the Head Girls for your inspiring
speech and the passion you clearly have for
your teachers and your school.’

GRAMMAR GAZETTE

/ 29

Once within the campus, future Grammar girls
collected their Passport to Girls Grammar and
began a quest to earn stamps by completing
activities across the School, including creating
jewellery in the Technologies Faculty and
generating virtual fish that appeared to be
‘alive’ in Science labs.
Whether learning about the School’s curricular
and co-curricular offerings, enjoying musical
and drama performances or simply taking
delight in the celebratory atmosphere, families
enjoyed exploring the School and discovering
its unwavering spirit.

‘We attended the Open Day and thought it
was an outstanding representation of the
School. The facilities looked of a very high
standard and we also got the chance to talk
to some of the students and teachers.’

‘We were delighted with what we saw during
the Open Day. This successfully confirmed
to us the high standard of education and
breadth of options and opportunities offered
by BGGS.’
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