I N F O R M AT I O N F O R FA M I L I E S
C O M M E N C I N G AT B R I S B A N E G I R L S
GRAMMAR SCHOOL IN 2022

Welcome
The transition to
adolescence, compounded
with the transition to a
new school environment,
presents significant change
for young people,
as well as parents and
guardians.
At Girls Grammar, the role of engaging with parents
is viewed as critical to the development of each
girl. The School offers many formal engagement
opportunities throughout each year for parents,
including Parent Information Evenings, Parent
Seminars and Parent-Teacher Interviews. Through
these forums, staff share their expert knowledge of
educating teenaged girls—this can be a powerful
opportunity for parents who are seeking support
about their teenager’s development and behaviour—
as well as their own experience of parenting
teenagers.
Informal moments also present themselves—a casual
chat on the sports sideline, or a quick phone call
and a check-in at the Student Reception Office.
In all of these ways, a firm and positive relationship
can be built with families, a sense of community
becomes strengthened and staff can come to know
the students in a more complete way.

This booklet provides an insight into life at Girls
Grammar, guidance on day-to-day School matters—
pick-up and drop-off procedures, School starting
and finishing times and key contact points. It also
includes information about how you as parents can
become involved with the School to support your
daughter and her peers, and how you can connect
with other like-minded individuals through rewarding
opportunities, such as volunteering time to the
School’s many parent support groups.
Schools exist to educate young people, but this
education must not be seen as separate from, or at
odds with, what happens beyond the school gates.
As Wright (2013) reflects, it is a collective task of
all those who surround young girls and women,
performed over the years to strengthen her strengths,
build her in areas where she is less strong, foster
resilience and optimism for the future, and grow
her heart, mind and soul.
At Brisbane Girls Grammar School, we work in
partnership with families to provide girls with a range
of opportunities and the Student Care Team and I
look forward to supporting your daughter during her
secondary education.
Mrs Anne Ingram
Deputy Principal

References
Wright, H. (2013). Raising Girls: why schools and parents make a perfect combination. Dr Helen Wright’s Education Blog Education Changes the
World January 28 2013
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History
‘You know that I have always professed a strong interest in the education
of our girls. I believe that female education in this colony, indeed in every
country in the world, has been seriously neglected. We know that so far as
any real knowledge is concerned the great mass of women have been left in
complete darkness …’
Sir Charles Lilley, 1873

Sir Charles Lilley, Premier and Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of Queensland and Chair of the
Board of Trustees of Brisbane Grammar School and
Brisbane Girls Grammar School (1877–1887), had
the vision to provide girls with the same educational
opportunities as their brothers. This vision, far
ahead of its time, led to the opening of Brisbane
Girls Grammar School in March 1875 and laid
the foundations for its development as a leading
academic secondary school for girls. The opening of
Girls Grammar occurred six years before women were
admitted to universities in Sydney and Melbourne
and before similar schools opened in other states of
Australia.
The School was established as a branch of Brisbane
Grammar School with 50 girls under the direction
of Lady Principal, Mrs Janet O’Connor, in premises
on George Street, Brisbane. Within six months
the School outgrew these premises and moved to
Wickham Terrace.
By July 1882, the School was thriving and the decision
was made to separate from Brisbane Grammar School
and to operate independently under the Grammar
Schools Act. Plans were also made to move the School
to its present site on Gregory Terrace, and in 1884,
the Main Building was opened to 100 students. Today,
the School is led by Ms Jacinda Euler, the sixteenth
Principal of Brisbane Girls Grammar School.
Providing girls with exceptional learning experiences
goes hand-in-hand with providing outstanding
learning spaces. The School’s expert teachers and
specialist staff present stimulating, differentiated
curriculum to all Year levels and the School’s facilities
and resources are of the highest quality.
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In addition to the Main Campus at Spring Hill,
Girls Grammar owns and operates the Marrapatta
Memorial Outdoor Education Centre (Marrapatta)
in the Mary Valley, two hours’ drive north of Brisbane.
Outdoor education is an integral part of the
School curriculum. Girls participate in a sequential
personal growth program—Year 7 Connections,
Year 8 Navigate and Year 9 Journeys—and there are
opportunities for girls to be further engaged in the
outdoors through the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Scheme and Marrapatta Seniors training. In 2017, the
Dorothy Hill Observatory—an extraordinary learning
asset comprising a remotely operated observatory
and telescopes—was opened at Marrapatta Memorial
Outdoor Education Centre. The School’s new Science
Learning Centre was opened in October 2020, and has
transformed science education at the School, preparing
our girls for the world in which they will live and work.
The School’s third campus, the 13-hectare Rangakarra
Recreational and Environmental Education Centre
(Rangakarra) at Fig Tree Pocket, provides sports
and training fields and complements the quality
sporting facilities at our Main Campus. Rangakarra
offers opportunities for girls to not only pursue
their sporting interests, but also indulge their
educational and environmental endeavours,
including participating in the ‘Grammar Goes Green’
rehabilitation project, classifying birds and butterflies
and developing a habitat for six species of frog that
inhabit the location.
Equality of opportunity has become an accepted part
of our culture and Girls Grammar is proud of the role
it has played in the development of education for
girls in Australia.
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P R E PA R I N G
FOR SCHOOL

Brisbane Girls Grammar School’s broad, liberal
approach to education combines compulsory
participation in a balanced curriculum, the development
of higher order thinking skills and systematic curiosity in
research and learning.
The School’s extensive Co-curricular Program, including sporting, cultural, service and leadership activities,
provides another layer of diverse opportunity for development. This balance of academic and life-wide learning
experiences develops in our girls enduring life and leadership skills, resilience and an adventurous spirit.

2022 School dates
Term 1 (10 weeks)

Term 2 (9 weeks)

Term 3 (10 weeks)

Term 4 (9 weeks)
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Monday 24 January 2022 to Friday 1 April 2022
New Staff Induction
Monday 17 January
Staff Days
Tuesday 18 January to Friday 21 January
School Commences
Monday 24 January
AUSTRALIA DAY
Wednesday 26 January
End of Term
Friday 1 April
GOOD FRIDAY
Friday 15 April
EASTER MONDAY
Monday 18 April
Wednesday 20 April 2022 to Friday 17 June 2022
Staff Day
Tuesday 19 April
School Commences
Wednesday 20 April
ANZAC DAY HOLIDAY
Monday 25 April
LABOUR DAY
Monday 2 May
End of Term
Friday 17 June
Tuesday 12 July 2022 to Friday 16 September 2022
Staff Day
Monday 11 July
School Commences
Tuesday 12 July
RNA SHOW HOLIDAY
Wednesday 10 August
Student Free Day (TBC)
Friday 2 September
End of Term
Friday 16 September
Tuesday 4 October 2022 to Friday 2 December 2022
QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY
Monday 3 October
School Commences
Tuesday 4 October
Last Day—Year 12
Friday 18 November
Last Day—Years 7 to 11
Tuesday 29 November
Student Free Days
Wednesday 30 November to Friday 2 December
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First day arrangements

Drop-off and pick-up zone

The first day of School in 2022 is Monday 24 January.
Your daughter is welcome to arrive at the School from
7.30 am and no later than 8 am. Girls are required to
wear full summer uniform, comprising:

The drop-off and pick-up zone is located on Gregory
Terrace at the front of the School. The School’s traffic
controllers assist with moving traffic through the zone
between 7 am–8.30 am and 3.20 pm–4.30 pm daily.
The peak time for using the drop-off/pick-up zone
is in the morning between 8 am–8.20 am, and in the
afternoon between 3.20 pm–3.40 pm. We encourage
families to consider using public transport, carpooling
or varying their drop-off and pick-up times outside of
peak times to improve traffic flow on Gregory Terrace.

• hat
• navy skirt or pants
•	crested white blouse
• white ankle-length socks
• black leather shoes, lace-up style
•	tie—with School badge and House badge
attached.
Please note, the School blazer is not required until
Term 2.
The School day concludes at 3.10 pm.
Year 7 students
On arrival at the School gate on Gregory Terrace,
students will move to their allocated House area
where they will be greeted by their Head of House
and Year 12 students. All girls will then enter the
Gehrmann Theatre where the Principal and senior
staff will officially welcome them to the School.
Years 8-12 students
On arrival at the School please report to the Main
Reception. The girls will be greeted by their buddy,
who will show them around the School.

Public transport to and from school
The School is easily accessible by public transport.
A map of public transport locations is accessible via
the Future Students page on the School website.

Wait time is limited to three minutes and when exiting
the drop-off/pick-up zone drivers must turn left onto
Gregory Terrace—a ‘No Right Turn’ sign is located at
this exit. Accidents have occurred in the past due to
drivers ignoring this sign.
Please note, Kalinga Avenue and School car parks
on the Southern side of Gregory Terrace are for staff
access and deliveries to the School only. They are not
to be used by parents for student drop-off or pick-up.

Lockers
Students are allocated their own secure locker,
located in their House Group area, to store items they
need while at school. Girls can access their lockers
before and after school and during morning break
and lunch, allowing them to collect and deposit
books and materials throughout the day. Lockers are
large enough to store sports bags and small musical
instruments. Lockers also include a shelf for storing
School hats, however students must wear their hat at
all times when not in class. This includes to and from
school, when outside classrooms before School, during
morning tea and lunchtime, and to and from class.

Bells
Bells are not used at Brisbane Girls Grammar School.
From Year 7, girls are taught to manage their time and
to take responsibility for ensuring they arrive at classes
and activities promptly.
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Bring your own device
Brisbane Girls Grammar School’s Bring Your Own
Device (BYOD) Program allows students to bring a
device of their choice to school (provided it meets
the School’s specification requirements) and
configure it to meet personal likes and individual
needs. Students connect to the School’s BYOD
wireless Internet network to access all web-based
School content. The BYOD network has the same
level of internet filtering and security as the School’s
internal network.
The School provides BYOD specifications to aid
parents when purchasing new devices. These will
be made available to access online at
www.bggs.qld.edu.au/byod/.
Bring Your Own Device on-boarding sessions are
held at the School in January for all new students.
Detailed information, including session times and
dates, will be emailed to you by the Enrolments
Office in late 2021. For further information, please
contact the School’s IT Support on 07 3332 1300 or
visit www.bggs.qld.edu.au/byod/.

School Café
The School Café, Tucker Up, is located on Level 4,
Cherrell Hirst Creative Learning Centre and is open
Monday to Friday from 7 am–2.30 pm. Students can
purchase healthy hot and cold breakfast, lunch and
snack options. The daily menu is available on the
School’s Learning Management System, Minerva.
Tucker Down, located on Level 2, Cherrell Hirst
Creative Learning Centre, is open during morning
break and lunch, and re-opens from 3.10 pm–3.50 pm
to provide girls with afternoon tea snacks. Tucker
Down offers a variety of fresh fruit, sandwiches, sushi
and confectionery.

Flexischools accounts can only be created once your
daughter has commenced at the School and has been
provided with her student code/student ID number,
and her student card. To establish an account:
1. Collect information required to set up account
	Your daughter’s student code/student ID number,
preferred payment method details (direct debit,
credit card or PayPal) and account holder details
(name and contact details)
2. Initiate registration
	Visit www.flexischools.com.au and register your
email to create an account
3. Continue registration
	Once your email has been verified, complete the
registration process
4. Add student/s
	Click ‘Add a student’, type ‘Brisbane’ and click
on Brisbane Girls Grammar School; enter your
daughter’s details and click ‘Add Student’
5. Associate student card
	Enter your daughter’s student code/student ID
number, prefixed by the upper case letter ‘S’
(e.g. S123456)
6. Top up with funds
Follow the prompts to add funds to your account.
If you already use a Flexischools account, you can add
Brisbane Girls Grammar School and your daughter’s
details to your existing account. If you have any
enquiries or issues creating your account, please
contact the Flexischools Service Desk on 1300 361 769.

Students can make cashless payments at Tucker Up
and Tucker Down using a Flexischools account, by
swiping their student card at the register.

8

Information for Families Commencing at Brisbane Girls Grammar School in 2022

Co-curricular activities
There are many opportunities for girls to become actively involved in the School’s Co-curricular Program
and all students are encouraged to participate. Girls are given information about signing up for co-curricular
activities, including sport, music, drama, clubs and societies, and service activities, at the commencement of
every academic year.

Sports
Term

Sport

1

In-season: Artistic Gymnastics; Cricket; Cross Country; Softball (Open; Senior—Year 10; 11 and 12);
Swimming; Water Polo
Pre-season: Basketball; Fencing; Football; Touch

2

In-season: Basketball; Fencing; Football; Touch
Pre-season: Athletics; Hockey; Netball; Rhythmic Gymnastics; Rowing; Swimming (Winter Training);
Tennis; Volleyball

3

In-season: Athletics; Hockey; Netball; Rhythmic Gymnastics; Rowing; Tennis; Volleyball
Pre-season: Badminton; Softball (Junior—Year 7; 8 and 9); Swimming (Winter Training); Water Polo
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In-season: Badminton; Softball (Junior—Year 7; 8 and 9); Water Polo
Pre-season: Artistic Gymnastics; Cricket; Football

Music Ensembles
Orchestras

Bands

Choirs

Ensembles

Symphony Orchestra
(Senior)

Symphonic Winds
(Senior)

Chamber Singers (Senior—
auditioned)

Percussion Ensemble 1
(Senior)

Chamber Strings
(Senior)

Wind Symphony
(Intermediate)

Grammar Singers (Senior—
auditioned)

Percussion Ensemble 2
(Intermediate)

Mendelssohn Strings
(Senior)

Chamber Winds
(Intermediate)

Percussion Ensemble 3
(Junior)

Vivaldi Strings
(Intermediate)

Concert Winds
(Intermediate)

Encore
(Years 7-9 Intermediate—
auditioned)

Albinoni Strings
(Intermediate)

Concert Band
(Junior)

Bartok Strings
(Intermediate)

Wind Ensemble
(Junior)

Copland Strings (Junior) Wind Band (Junior)
Dvorak Strings (Junior)

Big Band (Junior)

Elgar Strings (Junior)

Big Band (Senior)
Stage Band
(Intermediate)
Jazz Ensemble
(Intermediate)

Chorale
(Years 11-12 Intermediate—
non auditioned)
Euphonix
(Years 9-10 Intermediate—
non auditioned)
Voices
(Years 7-8 Junior—
non auditioned)

Celtic Ensemble
(Junior)
Contemporary Ensemble
(Intermediate)
Guitar Ensemble
(Junior)
Gypsy Band
(Intermediate)

Vox
(Years 7-8 Junior—
non auditioned)

Little Big Band
(Junior)
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Clubs and societies
Anime Club

Apollo

Art Walks

Art Workshops

Astronomy Club

Athene

Australian Science
Olympiads

Busking

Calligraphy Club

Chess

Chinese Club

Coders Club

da Vinci Decathlon

Debating

Design Club

Digital Photography Club

Duke of Edinburgh

Ecoman

Entrepreneur Club

FTC Robotics

Future Problem Solving

Games and Puzzles Club

Grammar Engineers

Grammar Young Writers
Group

Gwen Harwood Society

History Competitions

Libellum

Mathematics
Competitions and Sigma
( ) Maths

Melbas Club

Music Enrichment

Opti-MINDS

Publications Committee

Slam Poetry

Songwriter Studio

Student Entrepreneur
Club

Technologies Club

Titration competition

UN Club

Further information is available on the Brisbane Girls Grammar School website.

School Service Groups
BGGS Ambassadors

Grammar Environmental and Conservation Organisation (GECO)

Grammar Goes Green

Kirsten Jack Memorial Leukemia Committee

Library Angels

Old Girls Association (OGA) Volunteers

Pay it Forward

Study Buddies

The Uralla Club

Second Chance Committee

White Blouse Day

Jump Rope for Heart

Ecumenical Coffee Brigade

Steptember

Health Promoting Schools

World Vision

Pink Stumps Day
Doctors Without Borders
Save the Children
Further information is available on the Brisbane Girls Grammar School website.
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P&F Uniform Shop

Textbooks and stationery orders

The P&F Uniform Shop, managed by the Parents
and Friends Association (P&F), provides a service to
families by supplying uniforms, stationery, textbooks
and Brisbane Girls Grammar School merchandise.

Textbook lists are carefully compiled by the
curriculum and teaching staff at the School and all
items listed are required for each student.

The P&F Uniform Shop is open every day of
the School week during term time. The P&F
Uniform Shop can be contacted via
uniformshop@bggs.qld.edu.au or 07 3332 1329.

Textbook and resource allowance scheme
The Queensland Government provides a Textbook
and Resource Allowance Scheme that applies to all
eligible secondary school students enrolled before
the last Friday of February in each school year. This
scheme is designed to assist parents to offset the cost
of textbooks and other learning materials associated
with the education of their secondary school agedchildren. Brisbane Girls Grammar School passes this
allowance onto parents at the beginning of each year
and you will see it noted on your fee statement.
For further information on the scheme, please visit
www.education.qld.gov.au/schools/grants/non-state/
textbook.html.

Opening hours
Term 1– 3
Monday 		

7.30 am–2 pm

Tuesday		

7.30 am–11.30 am

Wednesday

7.30 am–11.30 am

Thursday

7.30 am–2 pm

Friday		

7.30 am–11.30 am

The Year 7 2022 booklist and stationery order form is
available on the Future Students page of the website.

Term 4
Monday – Friday 7.30 am–2 pm
The P&F Uniform Shop is closed on school holidays,
public holidays and weekends.

Uniform price list, including co-curricular
sports
A Uniform Price List (including compulsory and
non compulsory items) is available on the Future
Students page of the website (www.bggs.qld.edu.au/
enrolment/future-students/).
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Flexischool Cashless Payment

Returns policy

The P&F Uniform Shop accepts Flexischool as a
cashless payment option for purchasing items in the
shop. For further information about how to set up
Flexischools payments please see page 8. Please note
that it is possible to set a daily limit on Flexischools.
If a daily limit had been set it will restrict the amount
that students can purchase at the P&F Uniform
Shop. If you are using a daily limit, but wish for
your daughter to make a larger purchase at the P&F
Uniform Shop, the daily limit will need to be increased
or turned off.

Books

Uniform care
Please follow the manufacturer’s instructions on each
garment for the care guidelines. Hat care instructions
and information regarding hat re-blocking can be
found on the Future Students page on the website.

The P&F Uniform Shop will accept the return of new
textbooks for a refund or exchange, within a period of
four weeks from the date of purchase. The acceptance
is on the provision that the books remain in as-new
condition (not damaged, covered or named) and are
accompanied by the original receipt. The acceptance
of any return is at the discretion of the P&F Uniform
Shop staff. Faulty items will be refunded as per
Australian Consumer Law.
Please note, for 2022 textbook list orders, the
extended return date is Friday 11 February 2022.

Uniforms
Any items purchased and remaining in new condition
(not worn, named or soiled) with all packaging
and price tags intact, will be happily refunded or
exchanged within a period of four weeks from the
date of purchase. Please note that swimwear can only
be returned if the hygiene strip remains intact. School
hats and discounted or discontinued items cannot be
returned.
The acceptance of any return is at the discretion of
P&F Shop Uniform staff. Faulty items will be refunded
as per Australian Consumer Law.
Please note, for 2022 uniform purchases, the
extended return date is Friday 11 February 2022.
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S U P P O RT F O R Y O U R
D A U G H T E R AT S C H O O L

The House system

Floreamus Centre

At the core of the School’s Student Care structure
lies the House system, where each Head of House is
responsible for the welfare and care of each girl in
their House. The School’s nine Houses comprise girls
from every Year level, a Head of House and seven
House Group Teachers. This is a smaller community
within the wider community of Girls Grammar, where
girls will find their place and are welcomed with open
arms. Heads of House are assisted by a dedicated
support team, including the School Psychologists and
Registered Nurses.

A combined space for the School’s Health Centre and
Psychologists, the Floreamus Centre aims to promote
student wellbeing and provide proactive advice, support
and assistance for staff and students’ physical, social
and emotional needs.

The House structure encourages each girl’s full
participation in a wide variety of activities extending
beyond purely academic subjects to include sport,
service, cultural pursuits and social activities.
Complementing the House structure is an Ethics
Program, with activities designed to meet the specific
developmental needs of each Year level.

Head of House—point of
contact at the School
The Head of House is the first port of call for
communication between parents and the School.
The Dean of Students is also available for assistance,
as are the School Psychologists, Mrs Jody Forbes,
Ms Lisa Manning, Mrs Tara McLachlan and Dr Alix
Vann, and the relevant Year Level Coordinator. Your
daughter will meet these staff members in her first
few weeks at Girls Grammar. If you have any concerns
or questions as your daughter finds her feet and
confidence in her new environment, please contact
her Head of House.

Student Counselling Service
The Student Counselling Service is available to
all Grammar girls and their families. Students can
access the School’s psychologists for many reasons,
such as help with study skills, organisation and
time management, or personal concerns including
friendship issues or feeling stressed or worried.
Psychologists are available throughout the day and girls
can book an appointment either before or after school
or during a lesson. Girls are encouraged to bring a
friend or parent/s to appointments if this is their
preference.
To book an appointment with a School Psychologist
girls can:
•	ask their House Group Teacher or Head of House
to make an appointment on their behalf
•	ask Student Reception to make an appointment
on their behalf
•	email one of the psychologists via
ggcounsellors@bggs.qld.edu.au.

Health Centre
Brisbane Girls Grammar School is very conscious of its
responsibilities when a student requires medication or
medical attention. All medications, including analgesics,
are dispensed by the School Nurse in the Health Centre.
In accordance with legal and safety requirements,
students are not permitted to keep medication on
their person or in their locker, or to administer any
medication to another student. However, Epi-Pens and
Asthma reliever medications can be carried by students.
Prescribed medications require a medication authority
form to be provided by a student’s parent/guardian.
Prescribed medication should be given to the School
Nurse to be kept safely until required.
If your daughter becomes ill during the day while at
School, she will be directed to go to the Health Centre
and the School Nurse will contact you.
The Health Centre is open from 7.30 am to 3.30 pm
each School day.
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Evening Study Program

Mindfulness

The Evening Study Program allows students in
Years 10 to 12 to complete homework and assessment
preparation within a supervised environment at the
School.

Mindfulness is fully incorporated into the culture
of the School with Girls Grammar considered
to be a trailblazer with regards to both adoption
of the .b Mindfulness in Schools Project—the ‘gold
standard’ mindfulness program for adolescents—
and the establishment of a dedicated mindfulness
practitioner.

The Program is held in the Elizabeth Jameson
Research Learning Centre from 5 pm to 8 pm each
Monday and Wednesday evening, with dinner served
from 6 pm to 6.30 pm. Students are supervised by an
experienced BGGS staff member, who is assisted by
study supervisors.

Head of Visual Art, Mr Donald Pincott, facilitates
mindfulness sessions with students through House
Groups, assemblies and classroom visits, and sound
files are available to all students via the School’s
Learning Management System, Minerva.

Balance@BGGS
Balance@BGGS aims to enrich student wellbeing
by offering resources and activities which traverse
social, emotional, cognitive and physical heath. Every
term there are workshops, masterclasses, activities or
talks provided by the School Psychologists and other
members of staff about topics including sleeping
well, stressing less, making friends, knowing how
to study and staying mindful. Girls are encouraged
to look out for emails and notices about what is on
offer and sign up to attend. Every Tuesday and Friday
lunchtime, the Balance Space is open in W15. This
is a space where students can come on their own or
with a friend to relax and enjoy some quiet time,
read a book, play a board game, or complete some
colouring-in or a jigsaw puzzle.

Play at Lunch (PAL)
Play at Lunch is a program of organised lunchtime
activities for students in Years 7 to 8, facilitated by
House Prefects. Activities are designed to be fun
and interactive, are open to all girls and are played
in full School uniform, either on the Pool Lawn or
in the McCrae Grassie Sports Centre. Students can
also access sports equipment from the gym for use at
lunchtime.

Information for Families Commencing at Brisbane Girls Grammar School in 2022
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SCHOOL PROCEDURES
AND PROCESSES

Notification of absence
from School
Parents are asked to phone the School using the
student absentee telephone line, 07 3332 1333, to
notify of any student absence. Alternatively, parents
may email absences@bggs.qld.edu.au.
If your daughter is marked as absent from School
at the beginning of the day and her absence is
unexplained, an SMS message will be sent to you
notifying you that your daughter has been marked
absent. This SMS alert will be sent at approximately
9.30 am.
On your daughter’s return to School, please
provide her with a note outlining the reason for her
absence to be given to her House Group Teacher.
Alternatively, an email from you to her Head of
House, outlining the reason for her absence, is also
acceptable.

Media consent
Girls Grammar recognises the achievements of
students and celebrates School activities by publishing
photographs (and film where appropriate) in the
School newsletter, publications, on the School’s
website and other media, and on the School’s social
media platforms.
Parents and guardians are given the choice to provide
or withhold consent via the School’s Enrolment
Agreement with regards to the School publishing
photos and/or video footage of their daughter.
Should you wish to change your consent preference
after signing the Enrolment Agreement, a request must
be provided to the School in writing to the School’s
Communications and Engagement team.
The School, in consultation with students and, where
possible, parents and guardians, may provide students
with commercial media opportunities. The School
will only participate in media opportunities where, in
the opinion of the Principal, involvement by students
and/or the School is considered to align with the
ethos and values of the School. Where possible,
parents and guardians will be contacted by the School
before media interviews or photography of students
occurs. The School will not involve any students in
media opportunities for whom the School does not
hold media consent.

Photography and filming School
events by parents and guardians
and members of the community
The School understands that students, parents, alumnae,
family and friends may wish to take photographs or
video of students and their friends during School events
or activities. The School encourages the taking of
photographs and video images (provided that such activity
is not in breach of copyright or some other legal right);
however, there may be occasions where the School places
conditions on the use of photographic devices and/or
restricts photography at School events.
The School encourages the community to be aware of
the privacy and child protection laws relating to the
appropriate use of images involving students. Any images
taken by parents must be for private use only. Please refer
to Photos, Videos and Social Media guidance published
by the Office of the Children’s eSafety Commissioner,
Australian Government
(https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/
school-policies/photos-videos-and-social-media) and
Images of Children and Young People Online published by
the Australian Institute of Family Studies, Australian
Government (https://aifs.gov.au/cfca/publications/
images-children-and-young-people-online).

Student mobiles and smart
technology
Students in Years 7 to 10 are not permitted to take their
mobile phones to class or use them throughout the School
day. They must lock them securely in their lockers, on
‘off’ mode once they arrive at school. The School’s policy
regarding mobile phone usage, including student guidelines,
can be viewed on the the Future Students page of the website
(www.bggs.qld.edu.au/enrolment/future-students/).

Please refer to the School’s Photography and Filming
Policy on the Future Students page of the website
for further information or contact the School’s
Communications and Engagement Team via
communications@bggs.qld.edu.au.
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S C H O O L C O M M U N I C AT I O N
A N D S TA RT - O F - Y E A R E V E N T S

Future Students
The Future Students page on the School’s website
(www.bggs.qld.edu.au/enrolment/future-students/)
is a secure online webpage that provides essential
information about the day-to-day functioning of the
School including curricular and co-curricular activities,
special events and opportunities to volunteer and
participate in School activities. Parents are encouraged
to check the Future Students page regularly to remain
updated with School information.

Brisbane Girls Grammar
School ‘App’
The School ‘App’ can be downloaded from the App
Store and Google Play. The BGGS App provides a raft
of information including BGGS News, School maps, staff
contact details and event details.
Please note, you will only be able to access the School
‘App’ once you have received your personalised login
in January 2022.

You will have been sent a password by the Enrolments
Office to access the page.

Start-of-Year Parent Events
Parent Lounge

New Parent Welcome Function

Parent Lounge login details will be sent to new families
in Term 4, 2021. The Parent Lounge is a personalised
area where you can view and update your contact
details, manage your daughter’s information including
medical details, approve excursions, pay tuition fees,
and access timetables and academic reports.
Please note, you will only be able to access this area
once you have received your personalised login in
January 2022.

Minerva

Early in Term 1, parents and friends are invited to
attend a welcome event for new parents to Girls
Grammar, hosted by the School’s Chair of the Board
of Trustees and Principal. Invitations are distributed
by email in January each year.

Year 7 Parent Information Night
Year 7 parents are invited to a Parent Information
Night to assist them with their daughter’s transition to
Brisbane Girls Grammar School. Held in the first few
weeks of Term 1, topics discussed at the event include:
•	making a successful transition to secondary school

Minerva is the School’s Learning Management System,
which provides parents with essential information
about the School. Minerva allows parents to access their
daughter’s timetable, assessment tasks and results, daily
news and notices, the School calendar (distributed in
hard copy in Week 1, Term 1), policies, and curricular
and co-curricular news and events.
If you have any problems accessing the Future Students
page, Parent Lounge, or Minerva, please contact
IT Support via sd@bggs.qld.edu.au.

BGGS News and Events Newsletter
The School’s weekly newsletters, BGGS News and
Events Newsletter, are distributed via email every Friday
and provides insights into the busy lives Grammar girls
lead. The newsletters are important tools for parents
and friends to remain up-to-date with School news.
BGGS News is also available to view on the Brisbane
Girls Grammar School ‘App’.

•	how to access information at the School
pertaining to your daughter’s activities
• technology usage guidelines
•	co-curricular information including sport trials
and training
• Outdoor Education Program.
Invitations are distributed by email in January 2022.

Parent Seminars
Parents are invited to information evenings presented
by the School’s Student Care Team. The evenings
provide information for parents to help navigate girls’
teenage years and tips on how to build resilience
and independence in their daughters. Invitations to
these events are distributed by email each year.

The Events Newsletter details all upcoming School
community events, including information on how
to register or book tickets. BGGS News and Events
Newsletter can also be viewed on the BGGS App.

Information for Families Commencing at Brisbane Girls Grammar School in 2022
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PA R E N T I N V O LV E M E N T
O P P O RT U N I T I E S

The School is fortunate to have many parents actively
involved in the School’s support groups.
Enthusiastic advocates of Girls Grammar, the Parent Support Groups are committed to supporting the School
and its education of girls, and providing invaluable assistance and opportunities for our students. All parents
and friends are encouraged to be active participants in the life of Girls Grammar.

Parents and Friends Association
The P&F Association provides an opportunity for
parents to stay informed about and contribute to
the life of the School. All parent support—whether
through official Support Groups or informal
networks—builds the strength of the School’s
community.
P&F meetings are held monthly in the Bain Staff
Centre at the School. All parents and students are
automatically members of the P&F Association and
are welcome to attend the Association’s meetings.
Find out more about the P&F by emailing the
committee via pandfcommittee@bggs.qld.edu.au.

Mothers Group
The Mothers Group coordinates events that provide
opportunities for collegiality, involvement and
support for the School community. Events include
an annual Mother and Daughter Dinner, Spring
Luncheon and a Year 12 parents farewell function
on Speech Day. For further information about
becoming involved with the Mothers Group, contact
mothersgroup@bggs.qld.edu.au.

The retreats are held on Saturdays at the Marrapatta
Memorial Outdoor Education Centre, with a Sunday
morning return to Brisbane. All fathers are invited
to support and attend these events. For further
information about becoming involved with the Fathers
Group, contact fathersgroup@bggs.qld.edu.au.

Music Support Group
The Music Support Group supports the School’s
Music Program. All music student parents from Years
7 to12 are warmly invited to join the Music Support
Group. Contact the Music Support Group for further
information via msgbggs@gmail.com.

Rowing Support Group
The Rowing Support Group assists the School’s
rowing program by working with the girls, staff and
coaches and organising fundraising activities. All
parents of Brisbane Girls Grammar School rowers
automatically become members. Contact the
Rowing Support Group for further information via
rowingsupportgroup@bggs.qld.edu.au.

Fathers Group

Water Polo Support Group

The Fathers Group provides an avenue for Girls
Grammar fathers to engage directly in the life of the
School and their daughter’s secondary school years,
and to foster a sense of community, engagement and
camaraderie among fathers.

The Water Polo Support Group assists the School’s
Water Polo Program. All parents of Brisbane Girls
Grammar School water polo players automatically
become members of the Water Polo Support
Group. Contact the Water Polo Support Group via
waterpolosupportgroup@bggs.qld.edu.au.

The Group holds events throughout the school
year including Fathers Group Dinners, Father
and Daughter Dinner, Open Day BBQ Stall and
Marrapatta Working Bee Retreats.

Information for Families Commencing at Brisbane Girls Grammar School in 2022
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Brisbane Girls Grammar School
Old Girls Association (OGA)
and Grammar Women
The OGA was established in 1899 to provide an
opportunity for past students to remain involved with
the School. At the end of Year 12 all girls become
members of the OGA.
Current students of the School are referred to as
Grammar girls; once they leave the School, they
are known as Grammar Women. The School, in
conjunction with the OGA, deliver a Grammar
Women event series annually, which sees Grammar
Women return to the School to share their career
experiences, provide insight into challenges faced
and successes celebrated, and to inspire the next
generation of Grammar women. Recent topics have
included Grammar Women: Leaders and Gamechangers
and Grammar Women in Medical Research. Information
about forthcoming events is included in the School’s
weekly Events Newsletter and the whole School
community is invited and encouraged to attend
these events.

Year Level Register
The Year Level Register is a service that the School
provides to give parents, guardians and parent
support groups an effective means of contacting
each other to organise car pooling, co-curricular
activities and social events. Involvement in the Year
Level Register is voluntary and you will receive
further information about this when your daughter
commences at the School.
For parents who wish to be included in the register
for their daughter, the School will publish student
name, Year level and House group, one or both
parents’ first and last names, their suburb, preferred
phone numbers and one email address.

Volunteering at Girls Grammar
Parent volunteers are a vital and greatly valued
aspect of Brisbane Girls Grammar School’s support
and community network. Volunteer opportunities
exist across a wide range of activities at the School
including the P&F Uniform Shop, School Café and
the Rangakarra Canteen.

Volunteer at the P&F Uniform Shop
The P&F Uniform Shop is managed by permanent
staff and is supplemented during opening hours by
volunteer help. The volunteer roster works on a fourweek rotation throughout the year, which equates to
approximately two rostered days per term. Morning
tea and lunch are provided for volunteers, as well as
reimbursement for any parking costs incurred.
To volunteer, please contact the P&F Uniform Shop
via pandfvolunteers@bggs.qld.edu.au or 07 3332 1329.

Volunteer at the Rangakarra Canteen
The Canteen is open at Rangakarra during all
Brisbane Girls Grammar School ‘home’ sporting
games. The P&F Association manages the Canteen
and requires help from parent volunteers for short
45-minute sessions, or for as long as parents are able
to offer. Activities can include food and beverage
service, simple food preparation, and tidying and
cleaning the Canteen at the conclusion of matches.
To volunteer at the Canteen, please email
pandfvolunteers@bggs.qld.edu.au for further
information.

Parent Facebook Groups
The School creates parent Facebook groups for each
graduating class at the School.
The Parent Group is moderated by Year 7 Parent
Representatives and the School’s Communications Team.
Only parents of each year level can join the Parent Group,
which will serve as a place to ask and answer questions,
and share ideas and other content.
We invite you to join your relevant year level group, which
will remain in operation after students have graduated,
for parents to stay connected.
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SCHOOL MAPS

Spring Hill campus
Gregory Terrace, Brisbane QLD 4000
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Rangakarra Recreational and Environmental Education Centre
Sprenger Street, Fig Tree Pocket QLD 4069
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Brisbane Girls Grammar School
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Brisbane QLD 4000
Australia

Telephone (+61) 7 3332 1300
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Email communications@bggs.qld.edu.au
www.bggs.qld.edu.au
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