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From the Principal

From the Head Girls

Ms Jacinda Euler
Principal

Strength in community

Victoria Chen (12O) and
Sophie McLeod (12M)
Head Girls

The meaning of the Royal Blue

Sisterhood. Love. Gratitude. These
three words have epitomised every
aspect of the spirit and culture of
Brisbane Girls Grammar School that
we have been so lucky to experience
since the first time we walked
through the School’s white picket
fence in 2016. In a world where the
future is unknown, especially with
the continuation of the COVID-19
pandemic, these three words have
played a fundamental role in uniting
us as a Year 12 cohort, community,
and sisterhood through every event
of our secondary school journey.
One of Brisbane Girls Grammar
School’s greatest strengths during
the pandemic has been our united
School community.
Our students can always be relied upon to find ways
to spread exuberance and joy, and they have celebrated
milestones throughout the year with gratitude and
enthusiasm. A sense of spirit and pride in their School
has been palpable at academic, sporting and music events.
These remarkable young women offer friendship and
support to their peers and many others: they are strong, and
strong together.
Throughout each year, our students are in the capable
and caring hands of our Heads of House—who are celebrated
(page 6) in this edition of Gazette for their commitment to
our students, ensuring girls are known individually, and that
their particular talents and skills valued.
You can also read about our newly opened Floreamus
Centre, which has flourished in its mission to nurture
students’ physical and mental wellbeing (page 10) and
much-loved annual events such as the Interhouse Choir
Competition (page 22).
We are pleased to have concluded another successful and
rewarding year, and look forward to the year ahead and the
shared experiences awaiting our community, which will be
stronger than ever. ■

In a year that seemed as unpredictable as the last, it
could have been tempting to become frustrated at the
seemingly elusive ‘normality’ that still seems out of grasp.
And yet, despite the significant disruption we experienced,
our community’s response to each new and often very
particular circumstance has been characterised by strength
and persistence.
Rather than focusing on matters outside of our control,
we have embraced the opportunity to reflect, thank and
celebrate our greatest asset: our people. Our community and
the commitment of every person within it are at the heart of
this edition of Gazette, which is aptly centred on the School’s
strategic priority of Belonging and Wellbeing.
The principle of Belonging and Wellbeing—welcoming
diverse views and experiences, facilitating connectedness
and stability, supporting students to attain social and
emotional skills, and dedicating resources toward the
care of our community—has proven crucial to providing
consistent, inspired learning throughout 2021.
In this edition of Gazette, we share stories about how
we, as a school, aim to foster an inclusive environment
where interdependence and authentic relationships are
valued and celebrated, and where members of our School
community may feel a genuine and meaningful sense
of belonging.

Brisbane Girls Grammar School

We know the Girls Grammar
sisterhood is ever present, which is why
this year, we hoped to explore how
this driving force makes our School
culture so special. Naturally, the idea
of a sisterhood guided our 2021 vision
and eventually formed the basis of our
School motto: When the Sisterhood
Unites, the Royal Blue Shines Bright.
Our primary goal and our vision for
the sisterhood was to encourage a tightknit community where every student
felt genuinely supported, appreciated,
and at ease in their own skin: allowing
everyone to contribute uniquely to
our school’s ‘royal blue’ spirit. In
crafting our motto, we chose to define
‘sisterhood’ as the solidarity of people
based on shared conditions, experiences,
and a sense of belonging.

One of the most valuable lessons
2020 taught us was to love and build
each other up through whatever life
brings, and this was the spirit that we
wanted to continue in 2021. This year,
we encouraged everyone to ‘unite under
the blue’ and support every student who
makes up our sisterhood. Although
this looked different for everyone,
we welcomed more Grammar girls
supporting their sisters at all Grammarrelated events, such as QGSSSA
swimming,
drama
productions,
academic competitions, Grammar
Goes Green afternoons and Friday and
Saturday sporting fixtures. Therefore,
by recognising the phrase ‘royal blue’
as part of our Student Council motto,
we acknowledged that to us, ‘royal blue’
means more than just a colour.

above Principal, Ms Jacinda Euler, with Head Girls,
Victoria Chen (12O) and Sophie McLeod (12M)

02

Gazette

Issue 2, 2021

It is the immediate association
we make with Girls Grammar; it is an
identity we share in our love for this
School and, therefore, an embodiment
of us all as a collective. So, when we
claimed the royal blue as a sisterhood,
we aspired to inspire every student to
achieve their full potential and ‘shine
bright’ brilliantly, uniquely and with
the confidence of knowing they had the
backing of the Grammar sisterhood—
knowing their radiance originally came
from ‘the light within’.
Now that 2021 is drawing to a close,
we know that the strong sisterhood will
remain and continue to strengthen and
develop for many years to come. ■

above Sophie McLeod (12M)
and Victoria Chen (12O)
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Dr Mary Deirdre Mahoney AO

Dr Mary Deirdre Mahoney AO
A Rich Life; a Rich Legacy

I cannot help but feel that I had possibly the greatest
privilege of all, with Mary alongside me for the 12 years that
she and I, and our Finance Chair, Tony Young, served as the
BGGS Board’s leadership team. We shared a strong belief
in the importance of governance as a case of intentional
stewardship. Not that we ever discussed it that way, but
looking back, that is how I would describe our shared ideal.
Mary personified this ideal. She believed that the role
of governing the School required the same dedication and
commitment as the roles of Principal and staff in managing
and delivering the fine experience of a Girls Grammar
education to our young women and their families. She
exhibited this as Trustee, Deputy Chair and member of the
Finance Audit and Risk Committee: always there; always
fair; always prepared; always deeply reflective; always driven
by the interests of the School.

Many of us at BGGS thought of Dr Mary Mahoney ao as a
living treasure.
Hearing the news of her peaceful, but unexpected
passing at home on the morning of 15 September 2021,
delivered gently as this news was by a dear friend of mine
and relative of Mary’s, made me crumple into my chair with
grief. Mary would not have approved, I know, but crumple
I did.
Over the 12 years Mary served as Deputy Chair of the
Board of Trustees at BGGS (November 2006 to January
2019), certainly she attained living treasure status. She was
regarded always with great respect and affection by her fellow
trustees, the Principal and many senior staff, who regularly
dealt with her in the boardroom, but also by a great many
others in the School community.

By background a medical graduate from The University
of Queensland in 1963 and then a General Practitioner
with a particular focus in children’s health, Mary’s interest
in governance and leadership in health is unsurprising.
Key roles, to name but a few, included State Director for
the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners
(RACGP) Training Program, and member of the Medical
Board of Queensland and various associated bodies, the
Brisbane North Regional Health Authority and various
General Practice Training Consortia across Queensland.
Her many governance roles in education reflect Mary’s
self-evident views about the importance of a strong and
compassionate society of excellence in education, particularly
for young women. Her board appointments spanned the
education field from early childhood to tertiary education.
Mary was a true quiet achiever, yet pleasingly her
contributions were appreciated and recognised through a
great many awards and honorary conferrals. This included an
Honorary Doctorate from The University of Queensland in
2005, the title of Emeritus Professor of the same institution
in 2014 and its Alumnus of the Year in 2016. Likewise, with
the opening of the beautiful new BGGS science building in
2020, the biological sciences floor was aptly named in her
honour the Mary Mahoney Department of Biology.
BGGS Principal, Ms Jacinda Euler, and I would often
speak affectionately about Mary as ‘the quintessential
Grammar Girl’. The particularly striking thing about this is
that the one thing Mary did not do was attend the School as
a student. Clearly there is much more to such a classification
than merely attending the School. In addition to her 12
active years on the Board of Trustees, her childhood family
name, Hirschfeld, is well known in the School, having been
attached to one of its Houses since 1979, named after her
father, Konrad, who served for 13 years as Chair of the

Board of Trustees (1963 to 1975). Through the 1980s her
daughters Deirdre, Rosie and Elizabeth were Grammar girls
and her son Stephen was a Grammar boy. So too nephew
Ryan and niece Caitlin, the children of her beloved sister,
Roisin, as well as her nieces—Elizabeth and Jane—and
nephews—Robert and Thomas—the children of husband
Patrick’s brother, Michael.
With husband Patrick always at her side, Mary was
a quietly towering figure in so many walks of her rich life.
Many of us will remember her fondly as always being there,
being fair, but also always determined that ‘right’ should
prevail. In this regard, Mary was formidable. She would
listen more than talk, a rare and wonderful quality in a board
member. When she spoke it was with true gravitas.
In honour of Mary’s extraordinary contributions to
Girls Grammar, a new annual prize has been established at
BGGS in her name, with the following description:
The Dr Mary Mahoney ao Prize for Leadership
is awarded to a student or recent graduate who is a
young woman of strength, integrity and humility
and personifies the ideals of intellectual endeavour,
women’s progress and authentic leadership.
The inaugural recipient is a true Grammar Woman,
Chloe Yap (2013). I know this would have delighted Mary,
who commented many times over the years on this delightful
and exceptional young woman, prominent in the life of the
School through her sheer talent coupled with self-discipline
and a quiet determination. That is about the most fitting
tribute to Mary imaginable.
Vale Mary. May her soul rest in eternal peace.
—
Ms Elizabeth Jameson (Head Girl, 1982; Chair of the
Board of Trustees 2006 to 2019)
November 2021

above left The Brisbane Girls Grammar School Board of Trustees in 2017
above Dr Mary Mahoney ao
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above right Dr Mary Mahoney ao with her husband, Dr Patrick Mahoney
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The House Structure

Brisbane Girls Grammar School’s Houses

Mrs Anne Ingram
Deputy Principal

Belonging at BGGS

Beanland

England

Gibson

Named after Miss Sophia Beanland,
former Headmistress of the School
(from 1882 to 1889), the Beanland
bears celebrate Miss Beanland’s
revolutionary spirit.

The England eagles are named after
Mr John Edwyn England, Trustee for
20 years and Chair of the Board from
1952 to 1961.

Gibson House’s mascot is the
gladiator, representing the House’s
strength and agility. The House is
named after Major John Lockhart
Gibson MD, Chair of the Board of
Trustees from 1929 to 1940.

Griffith

Hirschfeld

Lilley

The namesake of Griffith House,
Sir Samuel Walker Griffith, served
as Chair of the School’s Board
of Trustees for two terms, and
was Premier and Chief Justice of
Queensland and first Chief Justice
of the High Court of Australia.
Griffith’s mascot is the spider.

Named after Dr Konrad Hirschfeld,
Chair of the Board of Trustees from
1963 to 1976, Hirschfeld students
foster a tight-knit ‘tiger’ House in
recognition of their mascot.
Dr Hirschfeld’s daughter, Emeritus
Professor Dr Mary Mahoney AO,
served as Deputy Chair of the Board
of Trustees for 12 years (2006 to 2018).

Lilley House honours Sir Charles
Lilley, former Premier and Chief
Justice of Queensland, Trustee and
founder of Brisbane Girls Grammar
School. With the frog as their mascot,
Lilley students often refer to their
house as ‘the green family’.

Mackay

O’Connor

Woolcock

Miss Margaret Annie Mackay was a
former Girls Grammar pupil, teacher
and Headmistress (1916 to 1924).
The Mackay angels are renowned
for their spirit and determination.

The School’s first Headmistress
(1875 to 1877), Mrs Janette O’Connor,
gives her name to O’Connor House.
O’Connor House students rally behind
the octopus mascot.

Woolcock House is named after Mr John
Laskey Woolcock, Chair of the Board
of Trustees from 1906 to 1929. Fondly
referred to as ‘Woolcockatoo warriors’,
the House is well known for its strong
bonds and indomitable spirit. ■

Head of House: Mrs Sacha Cross
At Brisbane Girls Grammar School, we proudly aspire to enrich lives through
learning; we want every girl to become capable, curious about the world, and
eager to carve their unique place within it. But for girls to progress academically,
their social and emotional development must also be intentionally nurtured.

Substantial evidence attests to wellbeing and academic
success being inextricably linked, and the key to wellbeing
rests in relationships. Feeling known, connecting to peers
and teachers is critical for girls to grow in confidence and
to succeed academically. This emphasis on relationships
affirms the BGGS House structure.
The School’s nine Houses—Beanland, England,
Gibson, Griffith, Hirschfeld, Lilley, Mackay, O’Connor,
and Woolcock—comprise Grammar girls across all Year
levels. This allows our younger students to connect with
older girls who can guide and support them.
From the moment our new Year 7 students first walk
through the School gates, excitedly, and perhaps nervously,
commencing their secondary school education, the
familiarity they already have with their House Groups gives
them confidence and a sense of belonging in our larger,
school community. The Year 12 Buddy Program plays a key
role in assisting new students to make a successful transition
to secondary school.
Essential to the House structure is the role of the
Head of House. Nine dedicated teachers actively oversee
the progression of each girl in their House throughout their
entire secondary school life. The Heads of House know
and support each girl individually, are a resource to help
with questions or issues that might arise, and provide
consistent support to girls and their families.

Brisbane Girls Grammar School
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The BGGS Ethics curriculum works alongside the
vertical House structure and is a range of dedicated programs
tailored to each Year level’s developmental needs. Through
the Girls Grammar Ethics curriculum, the School continues
to be agile in the approach to the girls’ learning to ensure that
they are supported with the right information at the right
time in their development.
The Year 7 program transitions our young students
into their new school structure and helps them manage
expectations for learning and friendships. It encourages girls
to be courageous, persistent, and maintain their sense of
self in sometimes challenging circumstances. In Year 8, girls
are introduced to preventative programs to enhance their
wellbeing. In Year 9, students are encouraged to examine
their thoughts and feelings and build on their personal
wellbeing strategies. By Year 10, the students have reached
a developmental stage where they are able to think outside
of themselves and consider the roles that they can play in
their communities. The Year 10 Service Program provides
students with an excellent opportunity to ‘give back’, and to
explore this in a safe and supportive environment.
The BGGS House structure is a strong and
distinguishing feature of the School’s learning environment.
As the bedrock of the School’s comprehensive system of
care, the House system builds a strong sense of belonging
and shared purpose amongst girls across the School. ▶
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Head of House: Mrs Stephanie Thomas
(Mrs Sally Callie, Acting Term 4 2021)

Head of House: Ms Ruth Jans

Brisbane Girls Grammar School

Head of House: Ms Alysia Stark

Head of House: Mrs Alice Dabelstein

Head of House: Ms Sarah Boyle
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Head of House: Mrs Hazel Boltman

Head of House: Mrs Sybil Edwards

Head of House: Mrs Violet Ross
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FROM THE STUDENTS
MATHS

Bringing the
Olympics to BGGS
Grammar Women represent
Australia in Tokyo

Problems: Solved

From the Sigma Maths Club
to national competition

This year, the Girls Grammar community were thrilled to
cheer on two Grammar Women—Gabriella Palm (2015)
and Abby Andrews (2017)—when they represented
Australia at the 2021 Tokyo Olympic Games as members
of the Aussie Stingers women’s water polo team.

Kaiyu Su (9R)
I have always loved maths and solving problems. When I started at Girls Grammar
in Year 7, I heard about the Sigma Maths Club. The Sigma Maths group brings
together a whole range of different opportunities and events that students can
choose to participate in. During Year 7, I remember the Interhouse Quiz, which
many students participated in, and it was great fun to battle other Houses to see who
could solve maths problems the fastest. From there I was hooked and wanted to try
all the Maths extension activities I possibly could!
I found that Sigma Maths extends what we learn in class: in lunchtime sessions,
we can submit questions or problems and our teachers guide us to solve them. The
satisfaction you get from solving a problem you have worked on for hours—or
sometimes, days—is unlike any other feeling.
But Sigma Maths isn’t always just about problem solving. This year I attended
‘Mathapatta’, a weekend retreat for Year 9 and 10 students at the School’s Marrapatta
Memorial Outdoor Education Centre. Our maths activities took us to locations off
the beaten track and we participated in workshops on Congruence, Numbers in
Other Bases, Game Theory and Cryptography. We applied our knowledge to some
more physical tasks, like the ‘Great Race’, which required us to solve problems and
unlock a series of clues that led us to a prize.
So far, my favourite aspects of the Sigma Maths Club have been the opportunities
to compete in state and national maths competitions. This year I have competed in
the Australian Maths Competition, a competition in which you have 75 minutes to
complete 30 questions. It was challenging to have to work so quickly!
I also competed in the Australian Mathematical Olympiad Committee
(AMOC) Senior Contest, a test where you attempt to solve five questions in four
hours. The problems were more advanced than the concepts we study in class, and
very challenging. Even though I only managed to make progress on three of them,
it was rewarding to know that I am developing skills to be able to solve more in
future years. That’s the best thing about maths; bit by bit, you can learn to overcome
almost any challenge. ■

Gabi, the team’s goalkeeper, first
tried water polo as a Year 7 student at
Girls Grammar in the hopes of making
friends at her new school. In her first
BGGS team, no one wanted to volunteer
for the position of goalkeeper. Gabi
put up her hand and found that she
was a natural goal defender. As a Year
12 student in her final year at Girls
Grammar, Gabi was accepted into
the Queensland Academy of Sport’s
development
pathway,
eventually
debuting as the Aussie Stingers’ goalkeeper
in 2017. Her dedication and natural skill
allowed her to compete with the team at
the International Swimming Federation
(FINA, Fédération Internationale de
Natation) World Cup events in 2017 and
2018, before being part of the bronze
medal-winning Australian team at the
World Championships in 2019.

Abby’s parents similarly encouraged
Abby and her older sister, Charlotte
(2015), to play water polo as incoming
Year 7 students at Girls Grammar.
Luckily, Abby loved the sport from the
moment she tried it.
After representing Queensland
multiple times during secondary school,
Abby joined the senior Australian
water polo squad in 2018, playing
international games against Italy and the
USA at age 18. In 2020, she accepted a
contract to play water polo and study
at the University of Michigan; however,
this journey was cut short. While Abby
was playing at the World Uni Games,
she was invited by Water Polo Australia
to a senior residential camp. As a result,
she decided to come home and pursue
a permanent place in the Australian
national team.

Fresh from representing Australia
in women’s Water Polo at the Tokyo
Olympics, alumna Gabi Palm (2015)
visited the School in Term 3 for a surprise
private session with School Sports and
Water Polo Captain, Isabel Lumley (12M).
Isabel said Gabi gave her a wealth of
tips and advice, but the most valuable
gift she shared was the inspiration
to keep working hard in the sport.

In Tokyo, the Aussie Stingers
were narrowly defeated by the Russian
Olympic Committee team in the
quarter-finals round. They then
went on to beat Canada, and then
the Netherlands to finish at fifth
place. Despite missing out on medal
contention, both Abby and Gabi say
they had the experience of a lifetime.
‘There were many tears of joy, and
many more of frustration, but I am so
proud of the incredible group of girls
I get to call team mates and family
forever,’ said Abby.
Gabi is looking forward to seeing
what else she may achieve through water
polo in future.
‘Not only has it allowed me to fulfil
my dream of representing my country at
the Olympics, but it has also challenged
me, taught me valuable lessons and given
me experiences of a lifetime alongside an
incredible group of people,’ she said. ■

above Gabi Palm (2015) and
Abby Andrews (2017) in Tokyo
far left Abby Andrews (2017)
competing in Tokyo
left Gabi Palm (2015) defending
at the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games
Pool images courtesy of Orange
Pictures and Water Polo Australia
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The Floreamus Centre

The Floreamus
Centre

Mrs Jody Forbes
Director of Student Counselling

A place to flourish

At Girls Grammar, we know that holistic education
encompasses physical, cognitive, social and
emotional development. Girls cannot achieve all
that they are capable of—in the classroom, on the
netball court, on the stage, for example—if their
foundational needs are not being met. In a school
setting, students need easy, consistent access to
resources that help to meet the various personal
challenges they may encounter during their
secondary school years. ▶

‘Floreamus’ is derived
from the Latin verb
floreo, which links
to words like ‘flower’,
and means to flourish
or prosper.

above School Psychologist, Ms Tara McLachlan,
speaks with a student
left The Floreamus Centre
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Adopting a proactive approach, the Floreamus
Centre hosts a number of strengths-based wellness
groups for students: Thrive, a five-session program
focusing on developing girls' confidence; Soothe,
comprising three sessions exploring tools for girls to
practise self-care; Uplift, a program that assists girls to
manage their feelings and enhance their approach to
life; and Engage, a drop-in session empowering girls
to streamline and strategise their academic approach.
Delivered by School Psychologists, these skills-based
groups allow girls to take their wellbeing into their
own hands and learn to proactively care for their
mental health.
Whether students have injured themselves during
an activity, want to learn how to manage stress around
exam time, or simply need someone to listen while
they talk, the Floreamus Centre is a warm and safe
space for Grammar girls to develop their physical and
mental health. ■

In April 2021, the School opened the Floreamus
Centre, a dedicated, combined space for the School’s
Health Centre and School Psychologists. The
Floreamus Centre provides students with timely
and professional education, expertise and support to
promote optimal wellbeing for learning.
Offering a holistic and integrated approach, the
Floreamus Centre comprises an interdisciplinary
team of clinical psychologists, school nurses and
administration support. Together with the Heads
of House and broader Student Care team, the staff
provide high-quality education and primary care to
ensure Grammar girls are socially, emotionally, and
physically at their best and ready to learn.
Students can seek medical and psychological
care throughout the school day, and the ability to
access such support enables early detection of typical
adolescent health concerns. Students with complex and
ongoing wellbeing concerns are referred to a network of
well-recognised practitioners in the community.

above Nurses help students
in the Health Centre
right Students enjoy a
comfortable, safe space
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Public Speaking

Merle Weaver Public
Speaking Competition

Senior Merle Weaver: Winning Speech

Broadcasting young women’s voices

The Junior and Senior Merle Weaver
Public Speaking Competitions are
named for a generous former teacher at
Girls Grammar who was known for her
passionate advocacy of girls’ education and
for emphasising the centrality of voice in
empowering young women. Every year,
students submit and deliver speeches on
a chosen theme, competing in either the
Junior (Year 7 to 10) or the Senior division
(Year 11 and 12). In 2021, the competitions
included both a select in-person audience
as well as a remote broadcast, the latter of
which allowed for Junior and Senior Merle
Weaver to be recorded for the first time.
Thus, the speeches reached our broadest
audience yet, and the girls’ voices were
louder than ever.
This year’s prompt—Educate and
Empower—led participants to craft
inspirational, memorable speeches that
posed questions of great significance
to their peers. What is the role of
education—formal or otherwise—in the
empowerment of the disenfranchised?
How can discourse disrupt seemingly
entrenched institutions and regimes? For
the individual, how can understanding the
artificiality of our cultural narratives lead
to personal empowerment?
The
following
are
excerpts
from the winning speeches in each
division. To read the full speeches, visit
bggs.qld.edu.au/perspectives
—
Ms Kathryn Talbot
English Teacher

Brisbane Girls Grammar School

Unity: buzzword, or a means to combat injustice?
Sierra Reza (12H)

Junior Merle Weaver: Winning Speech
The case of Cat of Society v Curiosity
Tung-hi Ma (10H)
—
Your Honour,
Today I fight for justice for our feline friends. While cats are some of the
friendliest and cutest companions, they’ve also been dubbed as too nosy,
too curious. There’s a famous story about a cat who explores an apartment
building. After climbing up several stairs, ladders, and windowsills, the cat
falls to its death. Like they said, ‘curiosity killed the cat’. Perhaps the cat here
is a metaphor for our society.
Your Honour, from our first breath, we are conditioned to suppress
our curiosity, to suppress our imagination, and to suppress our creativity.
…
A recent example of the power of curiosity is the breakthrough in
human gene editing. Parents will soon be able to choose their unborn
baby’s eye colour, height, even biological sex. But curious people are
starting to question the ethics because it may encourage unrealistic beauty
standards, cause further discrimination, and completely derail what makes
us individually unique.
So, curiosity isn’t just about science, technology, and innovation, but
also about ethics, morality, and human rights. We need to be more curious
about ourselves and our humanity. History repeatedly shows us that when
we start to ask questions, we create change. When Rosa Parks questioned
why there was racial segregation everywhere, she made a change. When
women questioned why they didn’t have the same rights as men, they made
a change. When we questioned why police brutality, time and time again,
affected people like Phillandro Castille and Breonna Taylor, we made a
change. Asking questions shapes our morals, values, and beliefs.
… And so, back to my client, the cat of society. Curiosity didn’t kill the
cat—it cured the cat. Curiosity removed the splinter of discrimination from
its injured paw, healed its black-and-white sight, and bandaged its limping
leg, which held it back from progress.
Don’t take conventional opinion as fact, and don’t be afraid to voice
your own. I stand in front of you today, inviting you not to reject curiosity,
but to rejoice in it; not to dismiss it, but to defend it; and not to merely
endure it, but embrace it. Knowledge is power, education is empowerment,
and curiosity is the cure.
I rest my case.
Thank you. ▶
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—
We live in a world governed by powerful oppressive systems. The patriarchy, systemic
racism, the prison industrial complex, the military industrial complex—the list is
endless. These systems are so colossal and deeply ingrained in the social fabric of our
society that it seems impossible to dismantle them. We feel as if we are doomed to live
in a patriarchal, racist, oppressive society until eternity.
Today, I’m not here to lecture you about these massive systems and institutions
and depress you by illustrating the power they hold over us.
Today, I’m here to tell you that all that these systems can be broken. They can
be dismantled and torn to shreds. And our first step in our mission to do so is unity.
Unity is kind of a buzzword these days, especially in this COVID era. ‘Unite
as a nation’, ‘unite your community’—we hear it so much that it often seems like
a pointless slogan our politicians and media use to keep us from freaking out in the
toilet paper aisles.
But unity is key. Because it is ultimately division between sides in social and
political movements that hinder progress, and it is unity and mass support that can
help topple unjust systems.
Ultimately, constant division between sides in social and political movements
is a hindrance to making any significant progress. Right at this second, we are the
most connected as a human population as we have ever been. But we are also the most
divided, with the blatant binary between the left and the right, the climate activists
and deniers, the feminists and ‘meninists’.
On our first step to unity, we must understand why those who think differently
to us, do so. We mustn’t ridicule them, mock or alienate them, no matter how wrong
we think their opinion is. And I’m guilty of this. I’m guilty of maybe laughing at the
anti-vaxxers and ridiculing the climate change deniers. But this ultimately does more
harm than good.
Because mocking and alienating a group more and more, makes them less and
less likely to be your allies, and less likely to ever change their opinion. However, if we
listen to them, they are more likely to listen to us, and our opinion.
We also must understand why they believe what they believe.
…
Political theorist Gene Sharp proposed this theory that any power structure relies
upon the subjects’ obedience to the orders of the ruler. If subjects do not obey, rulers
have no power.
If we put this into the context of giant oppressive systems, these systems rely on
compliance to stay standing. However, without support, without compliance, the
building blocks of these seemingly impenetrable systems can come toppling down.
Once we mobilise the power of our strength in numbers, and we all challenge
and protest institutions, they are able to be demolished. It’s not your job to convert
extremists, but try to find common ground with those with slightly different opinions
to you. Discuss until you find one opinion you have in common, and go from there.
Ultimately, this isn’t a perfect world, in which once we all unite, these systems will
magically disappear, but we can utilise our unity as a weapon to combat these systems,
and these systems will be more likely to fall.
I’d like to end this by saying to you all, that while we live in a world governed by
powerful oppressive systems—it doesn’t have to be this way forever. ■
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FROM THE STUDENTS
VOLUNTEERING

Excavating the Past

Dr Rashna Taraporewalla
Head of Ancient History

An archaeological dig site for BGGS

The study of the humanities can be so often written off as idealistic, but impractical. Many would agree that,
theoretically, understanding the richness and diversity of the human experience naturally provides students
with an advantage in working with others and solving human problems. And yet, throughout recent decades,
humanities programs have been de-funded by governments and educational institutions across Australia and
around the world, citing a lack of practical value.

Raising My Voice

Creating change through
Queensland Youth Parliament
by Samantha Tang (12L)

At Girls Grammar, not only do we see an understanding of the
humanities as essential to a broad, liberal education, and a pillar of good
citizenship, we encourage girls to experience the very tangible and handson skills that it provides. One such skill, archaeological excavation, now
has strong prominence in the Humanities curriculum, thanks to a fully
functioning dig site installed at the School in early 2021.
The two dig containers, positioned behind the Elizabeth Jameson
Research Learning Centre, were constructed and are maintained by
Everick Foundation, a leading heritage and charity organisation that
facilitates activities that expose students to historical and cultural heritage.
Everick Foundation Principal Research Archaeologist, Dr Serena
Love, constructed a site at the School with layers relating to the
Indigenous, Neolithic, Egyptian, Roman and Historic cultures. The
girls are taught professional excavation methods used on current sites,
including careful identification, documentation, cataloguing, and analysis
of the artefacts found. In addition to discovering various objects, girls gain
an understanding of logistical processes, and appreciate the complexities
involved with preserving aspects of human culture amidst what is an
inherently destructive process.
At the end of the unit of study, the girls have completed an
Archaeological Skills Passport similar to that of the Australian
Archaeological Society—a nationally recognised document that is an
essential requirement for working in any Australian excavation. These
skills are increasing in workforce demand as construction and mining
sectors become more accountable for preserving Indigenous cultural
heritage in their projects.
Humanities at Girls Grammar is based on the premise that while
the human story can be understood through various lenses (economic,
religious, geographical, historical), the goal underlying these subject
avenues remains the same; that is, to uncover the common thread that
unites us through time and place. As girls uncover and begin to understand
the various moments in human history that our dig sites capture, learning
new skills as they go, we hope they gain a fresh appreciation for the
enormity and consistency of the human experience. ■

I’ve always been fascinated by social justice and activism, both in my local community
and wider society, so it was a pleasant surprise to be elected as the 2021 Youth Member
for Greenslopes in the Queensland Youth Parliament.
A significant aspect of Youth Parliament is drafting Youth Bills. Together with
my committee—the Science, Technology, and Digital Economies committee—I
formulated a Youth Bill on MDMA-Assisted Psychoactive Therapy for those with
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). This will later be debated by the entire
Youth Parliament, alongside other committees’ Bills, at a Residential Sitting Week
at Parliament House. At the week’s conclusion, all Bills will be passed to the State
Government and debated by the Queensland Parliament. If endorsed, they could be
inaugurated into state legislation.
Previously, I had volunteered as a homework tutor for high-school seniors from
disadvantaged backgrounds, which had sparked my interest in politics; hearing their
stories of courage, despite discrimination and unfortunate circumstances, inspired
my desire to fight the way they had. I began to take every opportunity I could to
support my community and get involved, which led me to help organise a Women and
Consent workshop in my electorate last year.
Becoming the Youth Member of my electorate meant that, this year, I could have
my voice heard in my community while working closely with authorities in Parliament
House and other prominent figures in Queensland. Through Youth Parliament, I’ve
met with Minister for Communities and Housing, Minister for Digital Economy and
Minister for the Arts, Leeanne Enoch, to devise ways that our Government can better
support people living with PTSD. I have also discussed the promotion of women in
STEM with Minister for the Environment and the Great Barrier Reef and Minister
for Science and Youth Affairs, Meaghan Scanlon. Their vast expertise and insight
became a beacon that guided my own engagement with the community.
Naturally, as Youth Member for Greenslopes, I was able to work closely with the
Member for my electorate, Deputy Speaker Joe Kelly, and he soon became the most
influential force in my involvement in politics so far. He introduced me to several
diverse groups in the community, from club presidents at AFL games, to Girl Guides
leaders at an anniversary celebration, and helped me to develop a name for me and
my position. His passion for, and accomplishments in, the parliamentary field and
everyone else I’ve been able to meet as Youth Member, ignited my love for politics,
which I now plan to pursue at university and beyond. Just like them, I hope to elevate
the voices of those in the community who have none. ■

top Identifying and cataloguing found objects
left Sifting through soil for artefacts
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Life

School Life

10
11

1

2

3

4

5

12

13

10 Year 7 Visual Art students learning
basket-weaving techniques from
Kuku Yalanji/Kalkadoon artists

6
7

Brisbane Girls Grammar School

1

Year 7 students in the Visual Art classroom

11 Students practising in the
Calligraphy Club after school

2

Symphonic Winds performing at the
Cathedral Concert at St John’s Cathedral

12 Year 12 students count down 50
days until graduation

3

The Chorale performs at the Cathedral
Concert at St John’s Cathedral

13 Year 12 students on campus

4

The BGGS Junior Robotics team, Isabella
Wang (7L), Julia Wang (7W), Imogen Dingle
(7W) and Angelica Ng (8B) (absent: Aliyah
Woodford (7L)). The team placed third at
the FIRST Tech Challenge Robotics State of
Origin competition

5

Year 7 Woolcock students compete in the
Interhouse Maths Competition

6

Fierce on-court action in the Staff vs.
Students Netball Competition during Term 3

8

7

Year 12 students, Caitlin Brittain (12M),
Charlotte Carius (12E), and Sunday
McCullough (12L)

9

8

Head Girls, Victoria Chen (12O) and Sophie
McLeod (12M)

9

Nina Obermair (12G), Caira Taylan (12G)
and Laura Russell (12G) greet each other
on the first day back after home quarantine,
wearing masks in accordance with
Queensland Government guidelines
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14 Water Polo training during Term 4
15 Year 10 students competing in the
National Titration Competition wear
masks when in close proximity in
the Science Learning Centre

15

16 Year 8 students wear masks in the
classroom during Term 3
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School Life

17

24

18
25

26

27
19
28

29

30

24 The Class of 2010 reunion
20

21

25 Hirschfeld House students showing support for
their House on Giving Day

17 A Year 9 Music class completes exercises
in Term 4

31

27 The Class of 1980 reunion

18 Fathers Group President, Mr Darcy Rawlinson,
with his daughter, Eloise Rawlinson (10B), at
the Father and Daughter Dinner

28 Nadia Robertson (2020), Amelia Vanderstoep
(2020), Matina Samios (2020), and Annaka TongLaw (2020) at the Nil Sine Live joint young alumni
event with Brisbane Grammar School

19 Students purchase Grammar Blue slushies
in support of Giving Day
20 Students with Head of Science Curriculum
Development, Ms Gerri Bernard, on Giving Day
21 Science Teacher, Ms Hannah Gillam,
with Year 11 students in the laboratory

26 Lilley House students encouraging supporters to
donate to their House team on Giving Day

29 The Open Badminton team, QGSSSA Championship
Premiers in 2021: Amy Guo (10L), Emily Becker
(12O), Lilly Zhang (12W), Charitie Chen (11H),
Emma Armitage-Ho (11R), Laura Russell (12G),
and Jacqueline Hii (10R)

22
23

22 Head of English Curriculum Development,
Mr David Rawson, helping a student

30 The QGSSSA Rhythmic Gymnastics Championships
31 Students of Japanese complete a Language
‘Incursion’ during Term 3

23 Students in the Geography classroom

32

32 Students gathering support for the 2021 School
Charity, Share the Dignity, helping women across
Australia who struggle to access sanitary items
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Rowing

Why I Row

BGGS Rowing on the rise

In a season disrupted and shortened due to
COVID-19, BGGS took to the water with
fierce determination. Reflecting on her time
as a Girls Grammar Rower, Co-Captain, Sarah
Hopkins (12B), shares her thoughts on why
the demanding sport has meant so much to her
during her secondary school years.

I have been asked, many times, over the last five years,
‘why do you row?’ and every time my answer has been,
‘I love it’. And while that is the truth, I have recently
delved a little deeper to explain the true reasons why
this shed has always meant so much to me.
Rowing has forced me to get myself onto the ergo
during the lockdown period when the last thing I want
to do is train alone. At times it’s felt like I spend more
time at the sheds than I do at my house.
But it has also meant racing down that course
knowing the girls in front of and behind you have your
back. It has meant knowing that your coaches are there
to support you through everything. It’s meant forming
the strongest friendships—whether we realise it at the
time or not—and it’s meant making memories when
we think we’re just having fun. This is why I row.

Upgrades and improvements
In October 2021, construction commenced on a new, larger rowing
pontoon to replace the existing facility at West End. Work is scheduled to
be completed in time for the start of the 2022 Rowing season for Brisbane
Girls Grammar School.
This jointly funded BGGS and Brisbane Grammar School (BGS)
project demonstrates a continued commitment from both schools to work
together closely for the benefit of many shared families, coaches and rowers.
The new pontoon will feature two new ramps and an improved surface
that will reduce time spent by rowers getting boats on and off the water,
allowing more time for training and the timely return of students to school
for the start of the school day.
To visually represent the relationship between BGGS and BGS
Rowing, updated signage will feature the identities of both schools—both
crests—and provide a much-needed refresh of the river frontage sign. ■

Sarah Hopkins (12B)
Rowing Co-Captain ▶
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FROM THE STUDENTS
VISUAL ART

Battle of the Choirs
The BGGS Interhouse Choir
Competition and Pablo Picasso

The concept ‘simple pleasures’
drove this investigation of shape
and form visible in these pieces.
Through a succession of art
processes including collage and
construction, students reimagined
a still life arrangement.

One of the most spirited traditions in the School calendar is our annual
Interhouse Choir Competition. This exuberant event never fails to delight
audiences, as girls in all year levels unite to battle it out in a lively and joyful
singing competition.
Each year, in the lead up to the ‘main event’, House
Group sessions are filled with music and laughter as
students practice their House Group songs. On the
day they dress proudly in their House colours, and the
friendly rivalry begins as each House strives to claim
victory in this hotly contested competition.
This year Gibson took out first place with a showstopping performance of Best Song Ever, England came
second with Just the Way You Are, and Lilley took out
third place with Counting Stars.
The Interhouse Choir Competition is a muchloved and highly anticipated musical celebration with
a proud history dating back to the 1950s.
Miss Ann Etheldreda Jefferies, a former Music
Mistress at Girls Grammar, established the competition
in 1956 in memory of her father, Richard Thomas
Jefferies, who, in 1875, was appointed the School’s first
Singing Master.
The competition was originally an Interform
Singing Competition, until 1964 when the House
system was introduced. At the same time, a coveted
prize of a framed print of Picasso’s painting Child with
a Dove was introduced as a prize. It was hung in pride
of place in the winning Form classroom for rest of their
victorious year.
The original framed print presented to Form VA in
1957 by Miss Jefferies herself now rests in the School’s
Archives. Attached to the frame is a plaque that reads
‘In Remembrance of R.T. Jeffries, First Music Teacher
at this School’.
While the music choices have certainly broadened
over the past five decades, the purpose of the competition
remains unchanged: it unites our students; strengthens
House bonds; and reminds us of the important role
music plays in our lives, then and now. ■

Untitled by Jenna Park (8B)

This digital artwork is part of a
folio of work from the Year 11
Unit ‘Art as Code’. Students
focus on how visual language is
capable of expressing complex
ideas. Repetition creates decorative
appeal, but also reveals deeper
meanings that needed to be
decoded by the audience.

Hadley Perrie (11R)
top Mackay House singing their rendition of Shut Up and Dance
above left The presentation of the Picasso print in 1987
above right Hirschfeld House performing in the 2021 competition
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Composition
Strikes a Chord

In Their Words

Mr Michael McGrath
Head of Curriculum Music

Mrs Hazel Boltman
Head of Gibson House

A love for helping girls grow

Individuality, creativity
and divergent thinking

From the moment my teaching
career started, I fell in love with it.

BGGS Songbirds

—
Listen to original pieces by BGGS
students and alumnae at
bggs.qld.edu.au/composition
or use the QR code.

As we know, products are greater than the sum of their
parts. This tenet is equally true for song writing. Composers
combine these individual elements to capture and convey
emotion; the measure of a song’s success is its ability to
communicate meaning and stories in a way that resonates
with the listener.
To hone their craft, girls learn to unpack, synthesise
and recreate music in the Music classroom. Our
musicians learn how meaning is constructed through
critical analysis of the music they hear around them
by ‘looking under the hood’ of particular works.
Girls explore why and how pieces are put together in
particular ways. They dig deep into form and function,
reflect on emotive features and inquire and question
beyond the songs themselves, and consider the wider
social and cultural discourse that the works are born of.
Ultimately, a song, like any other creative work, is
an exploration and an exposition of the self, and the
Music classroom is a space that supports girls to develop
the potential of their own unique self-expression. It’s
only natural that the curiosity fostered in the classroom
empowers students to play with their own ideas in a
creative way with teachers encouraging them in their
song writing journey.
To encourage the girls to be the musicians they
want to be, a broad suite of creative skills are honed
sequentially through our curriculum. This commences
with Year 7 experiencing the arrangement and variation
of existing song materials, Year 8 students creating
original songs over existing backing tracks, Year 9
students writing for instrumental ensembles and Year
10 girls crafting more bespoke compositions that
showcase the breadth and depth of their accumulated
skills. Senior students apply composing and song
writing skills in varied and divergent ways that enable
them to demonstrate their musical strengths and
interests as electro-pop artists, classical composers,
game music composers and film score and popular song
writers. Many of these works go on to be developed,
adapted, and released by the girls into the wider world
in a range of different formats and forums.

Brisbane Girls Grammar School

At Girls Grammar, the potential for musical
creation is virtually limitless. From a practical
perspective, the School’s Bring Your Own Device
program allows girls to take their compositions with
them wherever they go, recording and editing on
devices that are literally in their pockets.
Girls are further encouraged to take their creations
to wider audiences, through avenues including
songwriting showcases, video products, as well as the
annual BGGS Composition Competition with the
winning entries being performed at the International
Women’s Day Concert held in Term 1. Girls who
have immersed themselves in the composing aspect
of Curriculum Music enjoy particular success,
including state and national recognition for the quality
of their works. ■

I was in my 30s when I moved to
Australia from Johannesburg, South
Africa. Before leaving in 1996, I was
teaching at secondary schools in South
Africa after I’d won a scholarship to
have my university education paid for,
as part of a program created to increase
the number of Maths and Science
teachers in South African schools. As I
was studying Physics, Mathematics and
Chemistry, I was eligible to apply. After
completing my degree, I taught Science
for a while, but eventually specialised
in teaching Mathematics, and I’ve been
teaching it ever since.
After my family and I emigrated
to Queensland, I accepted a few shortterm teaching roles in Brisbane before
accepting a position at Girls Grammar
in 1998. I held the role of Head of
Junior Maths from 2004 to 2006, before
becoming a Head of House.
Now, I have a dual role at the
School—I teach Maths and I am also
Head of Gibson House. I applied for
the Head of House role as I had very
much enjoyed the Head of Junior Maths
role, which allowed me to develop
programs and explore ways to help the
girls grow and learn. When the Head of
House opportunity became available, I
thought I would ‘give it a go’ as it would
help me to do that again, but in a way
that allowed me to focus on the girls’
personal development as well as their
academic growth.

As a Head of House, a big part of
my role is checking in with the girls
and monitoring their wellbeing. It can
be quite reactive in the sense that we
do respond to any concerns that arise.
However, primarily, we take a proactive
approach, putting programs in place
and reaching out to the girls and their
parents to make sure each girl is happy,
supported and engaged.
My role also includes developing and
leading the Year 11 Ethics program—a
comprehensive program that considers
what the girls need at their age and stage.
We create and develop sessions that we
share with the Year 11 cohort once a
fortnight. Some popular sessions have
included Healthy Eating, Psychology,
Leadership and Preparing to be the
School Seniors.

above Alicia Tseng (12H) Music and Music Extension student, composer
of the 2021 Illumine podcast theme and featured BGGS Songbird
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One aspect of my job that I get a
great deal of joy from is interviewing
Year 6 students when they first come
into our School. It is lovely to meet
the excited, incoming students and
it’s a great way to give them a little
insight about what to expect when they
commence at Girls Grammar. Then,
when they arrive the following January,
they know who I am, and I spend a lot
of time with them to help them establish
a solid foundation for themselves,
which makes the rest of their schooling
much easier.
Balancing the two roles within
the School is highly rewarding, but
sometimes challenging. When that
happens, I’ll do some Maths. It’s
something that I know, and that I
absolutely love doing—it’s my version
of mindfulness. ■

above Mrs Hazel Boltman with students
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Young 'Old Girls'

Young ‘Old Girls’

Mrs Antonia Swindells
Alumnae Relations Manager

Grammar Women:
Leaders and Game
Changers

Staying connected

Leaving the BGGS campus at the end of Year 12
is the end of one chapter, and the beginning of
another. For many young Grammar Women, staying
in touch with their Grammar sisters and the School
community helps them feel supported as they begin
their lives beyond secondary school.
This year, we worked with young alumnae to
create new events and activities to foster personal
and professional connections between recent
BGGS graduates, current students, and established
Grammar Women.

Entrepreneur, writer and media commentator, Jessica
Rudd (2000), and Managing Director for Louis
Vuitton (Oceania), Libby Amelia (2001), engaged in
conversation with Principal, Ms Jacinda Euler, about
their successful careers in international business at the
first Grammar Women event in the 2021 series.
With a particular focus on entrepreneurship and
international business, these outstanding Grammar
Women spoke to current students, graduates and
friends of the School at the sold out event, held in July.
Noticing in 2009 the emerging potential of the
lucrative online shopping market in China, Jessica
shared the exhilarating highs and nerve-testing lows of
starting an online consumer platform, before using her
skills across a range of other business and governance
ventures in Australia and overseas.
A master of brand look and feel, Libby, joining
us via Zoom from Sydney, reflected on her rise to a
leadership role for global brand Louis Vuitton Moët
Hennessy, and the skills and talents that she developed
through mainstream and entrepreneurial avenues.
Both Grammar Women inspired attendees with
their thoughtful insights and enduring optimism about
the world of entrepreneurship.

Nil Sine Live

Mentoring the
next generation
While many recent graduates return to Girls Grammar
to coach sporting teams or assist with other co-curricular
activities, a new initiative for 2021 offers another way to
strengthen connections and share experiences between
current students and alumnae.
Each semester, volunteer alumnae mentors guide
and support Year 10 and 11 students to determine
and pursue their academic, personal or other goals.
In addition to benefiting mentees, this program
encourages graduates to share their experiences at
university and in the workplace with current students,
while also developing their own mentoring and
leadership skills.
Participation in this program is a wonderful
way to contribute to BGGS and the next
generation of Grammar Women. If you would
like to learn more about the Grammar Women—
Grammar Girls Mentoring program please visit
www.bggs.qld.edu.au/mentoring. ■

On a crisp June evening at The Triffid, young
alumnae from BGGS and BGS young alums
gathered for the inaugural Nil Sine Live event.
This combined event brought together the
graduating cohorts of 2015 to 2020 for an evening
of live music (from alumnae artists) and DJs.
We look forward to hosting the event again
next year for the BGGS and BGS Classes of 2016
to 2021. ▶

above Grammar Woman mentor, Lili Wackwitz
(Head Girl, 2016)

above Grammar Woman and guest
speaker, Ms Jessica Rudd (2000)

left Grammar Women, Gemma Coyne (2015) and
Lily Cilento (2015), with Principal, Ms Jacinda Euler,
and current students Isabel Shorrock-Browne (11R)
and Alexis Zacharyga (11O)

left Abi Ashford (2017) performs
in Flag Duty at The Triffid
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Gwen Harwood

Gwen Harwood’s
Legacy

Ms Meghan Parry
Head of Subject—Literature

A national and Girls Grammar treasure
One of Australia’s greatest poets, with a plethora of accolades to
her name, Gwen Harwood ao (Foster, 1937), is a Grammar Woman
whose work and ideas endure in our classrooms and culture.

Despite reflecting, in a 1992 interview that, ‘I was pretty
unremarkable at school,’ her time at Girls Grammar inspired her
love of literature, thanks to one of her BGGS teachers, Miss Lexie
McMillan. Harwood dedicated a poem, published in the 1975
Brisbane Girls Grammar School Magazine, to McMillan and her kind
guidance. Harwood provides a genial recollection of her time at school
when she sat ‘among the mango trees eating crab sandwiches’. While
mango trees have given way to younger flora, and chicken nuggets
are now the lunch of choice, Harwood’s depiction of her teacher’s
affectionate advice that ‘your life lacks balance—wholeness is key’
is still mirrored today. Girls Grammar has always encouraged the
development of the whole person—the academic, sporting, creative,
giving—through support and passion. The warmth in the elegy also
reflects the connection that many Grammar Girls feel long after they
move beyond the white picket fence.
Current Head of Subject—English Years 9–10, Mr Richard Laur,
founded The Gwen Harwood Society, fondly known as ‘Gwennies’, in
2005 as ‘a creative writing group for students interested in expressing
themselves through poetry, prose or drama’. Through this group,
like-minded students from all Year levels meet weekly for literary
discussions and to practise their skills.
Within our classrooms, Harwood makes an appearance in the
Senior Literature program, where Year 12 Litterateurs study her poems
to analyse her choices and ultimately create their own creative piece.
The girls take great interest in Harwood’s representations of women.
Each year the girls find new and exciting ways to bring the poems to life
to create their representations of women in the world. Like Harwood,
they find endless opportunity to recognise themselves and their place
in the world through their creative writing.
This Semester, the Gwen Harwood Society have explored how
folk stories—fairy and children’s tales—transform literal meaning into
rhythm and feeling. The writers in the society have written a narrative
reflecting the common lessons found in cautionary tales like Little Red
Riding Hood and have then transformed them into a poetic form of
their choice. Overleaf, Liv Evans (9O) has transformed her cautionary
tale about the powerless and powerful into a free-verse poem in the
Gothic tradition, addressing themes of power and gender. ▶

Prophecy Child
By Liv Evans (9O)

My child is a prophecy child:
They saw her in the darkness
- the dreams of wise men A monstrous child,
The slayer of kings.
My child will do the most terrible things
The kings in castles quiver;
Earthquakes shake their stone
“It must be the work of the prophecy child;
She is the one to make rubble
And ruin
And make wreckage of our souls.”
My child is a prophecy child
She laughs earthquakes,
Thunder, storms:
I wonder if kings quivered
If they heard my child’s mirth.
The kings in castles shiver;
Rain runs down their walls
“It must be the work of the prophecy child;
She is the one to wear us down
In the rain
And ruin of the storm.”

My child is a prophecy child:
She shivers rivers,
Tragic torrents.
I wonder what the wise men would think
If they saw my child cry.
Kings in castles gather,
Hands upon their swords,
Waiting on words of men called wise
“We must be the end of the prophecy child
She is the one whose fate turns red,
Gushing and bloody,
This destiny ends.”
My child is a prophecy child
She brings darkness
She brings ruin
She ruins unintentionally, happy and free.
The kings all paved paths with blades;
She walks their red road,
Cursing the die they cast. ■

above Gwen Harwood (Foster, 1937) in Prefects photograph, 1937
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ALUMNAE
THREE GENERATIONS

Three Generations
of Grammar Girls
More than six decades at BGGS

Elise Selwa (8G) and Astrid Selwa (7G) now walk the same Spring Hill school
grounds as their mother, Dr Kim Hansen (Dux, 1992), and grandmother,
Dr Ann Hansen (Muller, 1961), did before them. And while plenty has
changed—new buildings, programs and facilities—many of the traditions, and
the School’s vision and values, have remained the same. ▶

A very special connection, that Kim takes great
delight and comfort in, is that her eldest, Elise, now
has lessons with one of Kim’s favourite Girls Grammar
teachers.
‘Mr Donald Pincott was my Art teacher, and now
he is Elise’s Ethics teacher,’ Kim says. ‘I can remember
he would put on music during Art class, and it was a
space where you could be silent and creative; it was
always so comforting and welcoming and a place you
could go in your lunch breaks if you wanted to.’
Both Ann and Kim believe the focus on wellbeing
and belonging at Girls Grammar has deepened and
become an important aspect of being a Grammar girl.
‘We didn’t have House Groups when I attended the
School, and I can see that it brings the girls together,’
Ann says.
Kim says it’s ‘very reassuring’ knowing her girls
have the House support system.
‘The School is much bigger than it was when I
attended, so it’s good to know they can be in a smaller
group where people are looking out for you,’ she said.
‘I’ve had quite a few conversations with the girls’ Head
of House, Mrs Boltman, and I feel that she has a good
handle on what’s going on and knows the girls well. It
gives the girls structure regarding who they know well,
and who they can rely on.’
Elise and Astrid both say starting secondary school
felt daunting, but their mother’s and grandmother’s
connection to the School made them feel a sense of
belonging. Both were also incredibly grateful for their
Year 12 buddies.
‘My buddy was so kind and friendly and made
me feel like I wasn’t the only person who didn’t know
anyone,’ Elise said. ‘She made me feel like I belonged
from my first day at Girls Grammar.’ ■

Ann and her daughter, Kim, who both studied
medicine and became doctors, said they chose to
continue the Girls Grammar legacy in their families
as they knew the School offered young women myriad
ways to explore their potential and talents.
‘I think the academic success was a big reason to
send the girls here, and there are many activities and cocurricular resources here; it gives them a lot of options,’
Kim said. ‘I had a great time and great experiences
during my time at Girls Grammar, and I want them to
have something similar to what I had.’
Ann said when it is time for her granddaughters to
walk through the iconic white picket gates and enter
the ‘real world’, she hopes they will carry with them
the same confidence and curiosity the School instilled
in her in 1961.
‘It allows girls to realise, and pursue, their dreams
and become what they want to be,’ Ann said.
After Ann completed her medical degree, she
worked at the Royal Brisbane Hospital before
becoming a General Practitioner. Kim currently works
as the Director of Emergency Service at St Andrew’s
War Memorial Hospital. Her passion for Emergency
Medicine stems from being able to help people when
they need it the most.
‘When people come to us, there’s some kind
of accident, injury, illness or crisis that we can help
address,’ she says. ‘It makes for varied, interesting and
rewarding work.’
After a rewarding and successful secondary school
experience, Ann’s plan was always for Kim to attend
Girls Grammar. Kim continued the legacy with Elise
and Astrid, and Kim’s youngest daughter, Sage, will
join her sisters in a few years.
above The Hansen-Selwa family Grammar Women and Grammar girls: Elise Selwa (8G), Dr Ann Hansen (1961),
Astrid Selwa (7G), Dr Kim Hansen (Dux, 1992) and future Grammar girl, Sage Selwa.
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FROM THE STUDENTS
LATIN

Connected
Community

Dr Cate Campbell
President of the Parents
and Friends Association

A sincere thanks to our
volunteers and parents

Exploring Ancient Texts
The value of learning Latin
Kit Leach (11O)
In the senior subject of Latin, we begin to apply our language skills to translate
classic Roman texts. The reason why I love Latin so much, and the reason I chose to
study it as a senior subject, is because I enjoy learning about the origins of words and
concepts. So many words in our daily spoken and written English have Latin roots,
and understanding their relationship to Latin bases gives you an even deeper insight
into their meaning.
The following passage is taken from Ovid’s Metamorphoses. I really enjoyed being
able to decode its meaning directly from words written centuries ago.

In a year when the wider community conversation has been
preoccupied with themes of isolation and detachment, the
Brisbane Girls Grammar School Parents and Friends Association
(P&F) has instead worked to create, and strengthen, connection
and community between our ‘parents who are friends’. We have
had a satisfyingly busy year that has seen us deliver many of our
key objectives with the generous donation of time and energy
from our parents and supporters.

Apollo and Daphne

In 2021, the P&F Association
contributed to a variety of projects that
will directly benefit the girls—from new
tables and chairs, to competition chess
clocks! Equally, but arguably more
importantly, have been the efforts of
the Mothers Group and Fathers Group
to facilitate social events and volunteer
opportunities. As 2022 dawns, we are
looking forward to working with the
School to identify more projects that
we can support, and plans are well
underway for our 70th anniversary
celebrations.
Finally, thanks to all parents who
have come to a P&F Association meeting
or supported one of our initiatives.
The benefits of taking a keen interest
in your daughter’s school cannot be
overestimated. ■

nympha, precor, Penei, mane! non insequor hostis;
nympha, mane! sic agna lupum, sic cerva leonem
sic aquilam penna fugiunt trepidante columbae,
hostes quaeque suos: amor est mihi causa sequendi!
me miserum! ne prona cadas indignave laedi
crura notent sentes et sim tibi causa doloris!
aspera, qua properas, loca sunt: moderatius, oro,
curre fugamque inhibe, moderatius insequar ipse.
—The Metamorphoses, Lines 504 to 511

English translation
Nymph of Peneus, I beg, remain! I do not pursue you, as an enemy;
nymph, remain! Just as you are fleeing me, thus the lamb flees the wolf,
thus the doe flees the lion, thus doves flee the eagle with a quivering wing,
each flees their enemies; love is to me the reason of pursuing.’
‘Wretched me—let you not fall forward, let the thorns not mark your shins,
your shins unworthy of harm and let me not be the cause of pain to you!
The places are rough in which you flee: run more slowly, I beg you,

top Dr Cate Campbell at the New
Parents Welcome Reception

and restrain your flight, I myself will follow more slowly. ■

above left The Mothers Group
at the Volunteer Thank You Reception
left The Fathers Group at the
Volunteer Thank You Reception
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The Gift that Lights the Way
—the Gift of Education

Awards and
Achievements

BGGS Giving Day

Congratulations to the following alumnae and students who
have been recognised by independent organisations for their
accomplishments across many and varied fields.

One day really can make a lifetime’s difference. On Wednesday
20 October, in just 12 hours, more than 490 generous donors
raised over $435 000 towards the BGGS Bursary Program.

—
Sarah Tisdall (2015) stroked the Cambridge Women’s
VIII to victory against Oxford University in the 75th
Women’s Boat Race in Cambridgeshire, England in
April 2021.

—
Reverend Dr Cecilie Lander (1965) was awarded
a Member (AM) in the General Division of the
Order of Australia for the 2021 Queen’s Birthday
Honours list. This award recognises her significant
service to neurological medicine (where she has
worked as an epilepsy specialist for 40 years at the
Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital), and to the
Anglican Church of Australia.

As our very first Giving Day began, students got involved by selling
Girls Grammar pocket hearts for a gold coin donation. Each House
rallied together, in the spirit of a little healthy competition, to watch
House team tallies climb, as past students and parents supported their
own, or their daughter’s, House.
A special group of matching donors committed to double, dollarfor-dollar, every donation received on Giving Day to create twice the
impact. Chair of the Board, Ms Julie McKay (2000) , highlighted the
vital role of bursaries in providing opportunities to future generations
of girls and young women.
‘We want to ensure that a Girls Grammar education is accessible
to the widest possible group of young women. To do that, we need
to continue to build our Bursary Program, so it’s not just one young
woman who can benefit, but many young women over time.
‘Giving Day has brought the School community together to invest
in the education of those girls who, without our support, may not be
able to become Grammar girls.’
Ultimately, what mattered most was the collective endeavour of
BGGS families, past, present and future. Principal, Ms Jacinda Euler,
acknowledged the generosity of our Giving Day donors and volunteers.
‘Girls Grammar is grateful to be supported by a community that
deeply understands the importance of education to change girls’ lives,
challenge inequity and inequality, and help to create a better, more just
world for all.
‘The power of one specific day, dedicated to philanthropy, is that
it can unite and inspire us all to strive to do something to make a
difference, in whatever way we personally can.
‘Thank you to our match donors, to everyone who donated on
Giving Day and to those who volunteered their time and enthusiasm
on the day to help make it a success.’ ■

—
Chloe Yap (Dux, 2013) has been awarded the 2021
Queensland Women in STEM Prize, Judges Award
for her ‘big data’ approach to improving early autism
diagnosis. Chloe sent a video acceptance speech from
the USA where she is carrying out the international
part of her Fulbright Scholarship at the University of
California, Los Angeles.

—
Cherise Czislowski (De Vere, 2002) was named
Queensland 2021 Building Professional of the Year
in the Australian Institute of Building Professional
Excellence in Building Awards for her work on the
School’s Science Learning Centre.

—
Gabi Palm (2015) and Abby Andrews (2017) were
selected in the 13-strong Australian Women’s water
polo team, the Aussie Stingers. The team placed fifth at
the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games.
—
Samantha Atherton (Dux, 2021) has been awarded
a Tuckwell Scholarship to Australian National
University, commencing in 2022.

If you missed Giving Day and would like to make a donation
to the BGGS Bursary Program, please contact Director of
Development and Alumnae Relations, Ms Georgina Anthonisz,
on 07 3332 1300 or email development@bggs.qld.edu.au.

top Year 8 students celebrating Giving Day on the Pool Lawn

left Cherise Czislowski (De Vere, 2002)
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above BGGS Director of Service, Mrs Lynne Mungomery with students

Brisbane Girls Grammar School

36

Gazette

Issue 2, 2021

Gregory Terrace, Brisbane QLD 4000, Australia
T

+61 7 3332 1300

F

+61 7 3832 6097

E

communications@bggs.qld.edu.au
/BrisbaneGirlsGrammar
@BGGS
/school/brisbanegirlsgrammarschool
@brisbanegirlsgrammar

bggs.qld.edu.au

